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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devecor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 








of Trade Journal’’ dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have coflected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
pang re and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

ondon, E.C. 2. 


FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can be 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 
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and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
tjuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. | 
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THE NAV Y. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE AT ST. PAUL'S 

Sir Auckland Geddes, President of the Board of 
Trade, greatly reerets that he was prevented from 
being present at the Memorial Service at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral on 13th June, and from having that oppor- 
tunity of showing the Board of Trade’s deep apprecia- 
tion of the heroic services and sacrifices of the Royal 
Navy and Mercantile Marine during the war. In his 
unavoidable absence he was represented by Sir William 


Marwood, K.C.B., Joint Permanent Secretary of the 
Board of Trade, and Mr. C. H. Jones, CBE... Regis- 


trar-General of Shippme and Seamen, 


RAILWAY FARES AND RATES. 





THE PRESENT POSITION. 

The Railway Executive Committee have 
following statement :— 

Although the question of railway fares was recently 
debated in Parliament, their relation to the difficulties 
in railway working and the financial burdens of the 
railways do not seem to be fully understood and appre- 
ciated by the public. It is true that the 50 per cent. 
increase was originally imposed because of the depletion 
in the railway companies’ rolling stock and to the very 
large number of soldiers for whom accommodation was 
required. It is necessary to emphasise the statement 
so frequently made that the shortage of rolling stock 
was caused by the restriction of maintenance and re- 
newals due to the dearth of men and materials, and 
the amount of rolling stock which had been sent overseas 
previous to the Armistice. 

The effect of the increase of 50 per cent. was an im- 
mediate reduction in the number of civilians travelling, 
but this result was minimised as the income of the 
Wage-earners increased and more money became avail- 
able for spending on pleasure. Although the number 
of soldiers travelling now shows a considerable decline, 
civilians are being carried in greater numbers than in 
1913, notwithstanding the increase in fares. There is 
no doubt that if the 50 per cent. were withdrawn the 
railways Would be quite unequal at the present time 
to cope with the traffic. The difficulties in regard vo 
the restoration of pre-war train services are gradually 
being overcome, but a graver problem affecting railway 
fares has arisen through the enormous increase in the 
cost of railway working. ° 

Owing to the increase in wages now being paid to 
railwaymen, to the reduction in hours and increased 
cost of all materials, it is estimated that the expendi- 
ture of the railways during the current year will be 
more by £100,000,000 than it was in 1913, when the 
net revenue from all sources came to about £50,000,000. 
Revenue and expenditure will have to be made to 
balance by some means or other. The total railway ex- 
penditure of all the railways in 1913 was, roughly, 
£80,000,000, and any savings that may be made as a 
result of central management can only go a very short 
way towards meeting the deficiency referred to. The 
balance of receipts and expenditure, including the pay- 
ment of the meagre dividend on the railway stocks, 
which amounted in 1913 to 3:8 per cent., less inecome- 
tax, can only be adjusted by an inc rease of both pas- 
senger, merchandise and mineral rates. 

During the progress of the war the Government 
traffic (which was not carried at excursion rates, as has 
been stated) enabled the railways to maintain their 
pre-war profits without increasing the rates for convey- 
ance of goods train traffic. When the Government 
traffic seriously fell off it was the intention to increase 
the rates for the conveyance of merchandise and mineral 
traffic, but nothing can be done in this direction owing 
to the introduction into Parliament of the Ways and 
Communications Bill. 


issued the 
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There will be still further ails wy before any iMcrease 





in the rates is made owing to the decision of the Com. 
mittee dealing with the Bill that an Advisory Committer 
is to be set up, to whom all such questions must be 
referred before any increase is put into force by the 
Minister of Ways and Communications when appointed. 

In the meantime there is no alternative but to con 
tinue the 50 per cent, addition to passenger fares. — It 
remains to be seen whether any reduction in this 50 
per cent. can be brought about when the freight rates 
are increased. It must be realised that any reduction 
of fares at the present time will increase the deficiency 
on the railw: ion and lead to additional taxation. There 
ean be no possible reason Why the Government should 
subsidise the travelling public at the expense of the 
general tax-payer. The imerease in passenger fares 
affects only that make use of the facilities 
afforded by the railway companies; any additional = 
crease in merchandise and mineral rates would j 
mediately lead to an increase in the prices of all com. 
modities, and be an indirect tax upon the general 
public. It is only common justice that the people who 
use the railways should pay their share of the increased 
cost In running them. 


re eee 


DENMARK. 
EXPORT RESTRICTIONS REMOVED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
the Foreign Office that the Danish Government. have 
given a general guarantee, which has been accepted by 
the Associated Governments, that goods imported into 
that country will not be re-exported to enemy countries, 
and that, therefore, except for goods on Lists A or B, 
all restrictions on export to Denmark, whether yb DV 
freight or by parcel post, have been removed. 

Applic ‘ations for licences to export goods on Lists A 
or B should continue to be made to the Export Licence 
Department, but no certificates from the Danish As- 
sociations need be produced. 

Exporters should satisfy themselves in all cases that 
the goods are not subject to any Danish import. rro- 
hibition. 


Persons 
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IMPORTATION OF HOPS. 


The Board of Trade hereby notify that on the advice 
of the Hop Controller they are now prepared, subject to 
the following conditions, to issue licences for the im- 
portation of hops:— 

1. Parcels of hops grown in and exported from any 
part of His Majesty’s Dominions, and being the 
produce of the 1916 or a iater crop, will be licensed 
freely on application. 

2. Hops of the 1916 or a later crop will, as a rule, be 
licensed freely from Belgium or France. 

3. Hops from any other foreign country will be licensed 
immediately to the extent of one-half of the 
amounts provisionally allotted by the Hop Con- 
troller to be purchased in the country specified by 
him. The issue of licences for any additional 
quantities of foreign hops will depend upon the 
supply of suitable hops that are otherwise avail- 
able in a reasonable time, and importers will lie 
required to show to the satisfaction of the Con- 
troller, Department of Import Restrictions, that 
their requirements cannot be met by the importa- 
tion of hops from the British Empire before such 
additional quantities will be licensed. 

Applications for licenees should be made not. later 
than 25tn June to the Controller, Department of Import 
Restrictions, 22, Carlisle Place, London, S.W.1 


tn 


BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE WITH 
GERMANY, 


It is announced, with reference to the General Licence 
of the Board of Trade authorising, on certain conditions, 
the supply and negotiations for the supply of foodstuffs 
to Germany, that, although the licence covers direct 
negotiations with firms in Germany in connection with 
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the supply of foodstufts, there is at present no direct 
postal communication between this country and the 
parts of Germany that are not in the occupation of the 
Armies of the Associated Governments, and that traders 
should therefore send their letters for those territories 
on matters covered by the General Licence through an 
intermediary in a neutral country. 


INDUSTRIAL LIFE ASSURANCE ENQUIRY. 

The first meeting of the Committee appointed by 
the President of the Board of Trade to enquire into 
Industrial Life Assurance was held at the Companies 
Department, Board of Trade, on Monday, 2nd June, 
for the purpose of settling the procedure at the Enquiry. 

It was decided that the first two sittings for hearing 
witnesses representing the outdoor staffs of the In- 
surance Companies and Collecting Societies should be 
held in the Deputation Room at the Offices of the Board 
of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., on 2nd July 
and 9th July respectively, commencing each day at 
10.80 a.m. 

The sittings for taking evidence will be open to the 
public. 


ne 
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FRANCE : IMPORTS AND CUSTOMS TARIFF. 
etaoin hrdlu mfwepy emfwyp cmfwyp xzfiflfffh SH 

In our Tariffs Section appear summaries of Presi- 
dential Decrees dated yesterday (18th June) dealing 
with the relaxation of import restrictions and the in- 
crease in rates of the Customs Tariff. 


EXPORT LICENCE DEPARTMENT. 
The Poard of Trade announce that on and after the 
21st instant the address of the Export Licence Depart- 
ment will be 1, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, West- 
minster, S.W.1. 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


MOTOR LORRIES AND ACCESSORIES FOR 
MOROCCO. 











Although good motoring roads are not numerous in 
the Spanish Zone of Morocco, there is a demand locally 
for motor vehicles. At present a certain number of cars 
and lorries of Italian origin are in use, and it is sug- 
gested by the British Vice-Consul at Tetuan that a 
certain amount of business might be secured by British 
firms if they address the Army Service Corps Depart- 
ment (Intendencia Militar), at Tetuan, Ceuta, and 
Melilla, with offers to supply motor lorries, tyres, spare 
parts, lubricating oils, ete. 


SAMPLES OF CHEAP GERMAN CUTLERY. 

Samples of various kinds of German cheap cutlery 
from Solingen, appearing in the Dutch market, together 
with invoiced prices, may be seen at the loreign Sam- 
ples Section of the Department of Overseas Trade. 
These goods appear to be the latest product of German 
manufacture, and large quantities may shortly be 
thrown on the world’s markets. Many of the samples 
bear no mark indicating that they are of German make. 





CATALOGUES FOR ARCHANGEL. 

A communication has been received from the Acting 
British Commercial Attaché at Archangel in which he 
states that local firms experience difficulties in placing 
orders in the United Kingdom ewing to the absence of 
catalogues. As the ordinary mail service (with the ex- 
ception of the parcels post) to Archangel has now been 
resumed, it is suggested that United Kingdom firms 
interested in Russian trade should forward copies of 
their catalogues either direct to local firms or to the 
Acting British Commercial Attaché at Archangel. 


ttl 
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Special Articles. 





DEVASTATED SERBIA. 





INTERIM REPORT OF BRITISH MISSION. 

Early in March the first section of the British 
Economic Mission reached Belgrade, and began the work 
of investigating, under great difficulties of transport, 
the economic requirements of the country. The mem- 
bers of the Mission were not able to extend their per- 
sonal examination beyond the Northern districts of Old 
Serbia, but they were able to obtain from official and 
other sources a good deal of material and to map out 
lines of inquiry for the guidance of the expert members 
of the full Mission. ‘This article has been prepared from 
the Interim Report of the First Section of the Mission, 
and from accompanying documents, and aims at giving 
a general idea of the difficulties and urgency of Serbia's 
problem in restoration. 

Serbia has suffered from much more than the destruc- 
tion which inevitably accompanies military occupation. 
It has been wrecked and looted deliberately and system- 
atically. The enemy, before retiring, did his utmost to 
make hard and long the work of economic recovery. 
‘The railway stations, equipment, and bridges have been 
destroyed generally and in detail; horses and live-stock 
have been reduced to a fifth of their pre-war numbers; 
carts, wagons, and agricultural implements have teen 
taken away; in some districts the houses have been 
stripped of all furniture and household fittings. Serbia 
at present lacks almost every necessity of civilised life. 
It has to begin again, and to begin under very great 
difficulties at a time when Belgium and Irance are 
urgent for restoration, and most European countries, 
even those which have not suffered actual invasion, are 
short of almost every kind of goods and materials: 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


The first need is a restoration of communications, by 
rail, road, and river. From the absence of means of 
transport springs the universal economic disorganisation, 
the scarcity, and high prices. Until the great briage 
over the Save at Belgrade and the Morava River Bridge 
are rebuilt the main line will remain out of action, and 
the whole Serbian railway system, both internal and ex- 
ternal, be paralysed. It is hoped that the Save bridge 
will be restored by the end of June; the piers and abut- 
ments are intact, and the new steel spans are being 
made in what were formerly the works of the Hungarian 
State Railways. ‘The Morava Bridge has been entireiy 
destroyed, and the Serbian engineers have decided to 
put a temporary bridge on the up-stream side of the old 
structure. This, also, it is hoped to complete by the 
end of June. It will thus be possible to re-open the 
Belgrade-Nish-Salonika main line, and the worst of 
Serbia’s railway isolation will be over. But much will 
relsain to do before anything like full railway communi- 
cation can be restored. Every station yard, junction, 
and siding has been systematically destroyed; station 
buildings and goods yards have been burnt; all locomo- 
tive Sheds and shops have been made useless, and their 
pumps and water tanks blown up; engines and rolling 
stock in the sheds have also been blown up, and stocks 
of eval drenched with petrol and then fired. Turntables, 
turnouts, signal posts, telegraphs, telephones, all those 
means of equipment necessary for railway working, have 
been wrecked or carried away. There is a brighter side 
to all this tale of devastation. Much of the damage 
done can only gradually be made good, but the locomo- 
tives and wagons handed over by Hungary and Bulgaria 
under the Armistice conditions should, with those still 
in the country and with others provided by the Jugo-Siav 
Government, suflice for immediate needs. Coal, how- 
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ever, is very short, and wood fuel insufficient in quantity. 

Tho lines themselves, other than at every station, siding 

and bridge, are reported to be in good running order. 
Roaps 

Roads near Belgrade were found to be in fairly good 
condition, but inthe country districts the heavy military 
traffic had cut the surface to pieces. Most of the bridges 
have been destroyed. The greater number of the exist- 
ing roads never were capable of carrying heavy traffic, 
and if motor transport is to be developed to relieve and 
supplement the railways, good roads will have to be 
made. Stone for road. making i is plentiful in Serbia, and 
it is understood that labour will be available after the 

Army is demobilised. When the Report was written 
most of the labour upon’ which the country depends for 
restoration was still in barracks. But stone and labour 
are not enough. All the plant which goes to the making 
of roads—rollers, scarifiers, carts and tools—-must ke 
provided from outside Serbia. 

WaTER TRANSPORT. 

Serbia is well supplied with natural resources for water 
transport, and the existing waterways are capable of 
great development. Tor the moment the shortage of 
coal has hung up the traffic on the Danube and Save, 
and steamers, lighters, and barges lie idle when their 
services are most needed. But this stagnation will pass; 
the waterways remain, and under a system of canalisa- 
tion and dredging may be very greatly improved. 

Admiral Troubridge, in the course of an interesting 
report on Serbian waterways, points out that the favour- 
able position of Belgrade marks it out as ‘‘one of the 
greatest ports of the future in Central Europe.” The 
Danube flows past at its junction with the Save, a river 
which comes down from Zaghreb (Agram), the capital of 
Croatia. The important River Theiss, which drains a 
large part of Hungary, joins the Danube some 25 miles 
from Belgrade, and ‘is navigable for a long distance. 
The Save could, in Admiral Troubridge’s opinion, be 
made navigable nearly up to Agram, and by means ofa 
short canal could be connected with the Kluda, and 
thence with Bacecari, near Fiume. Belgrade, though 
at present lacking wharfs, depots for goods, and dock 
equipment generally, stands at the centre of a great 
natural river system which must be an increasingly im- 
portant factor in the commerce of Europe. The de- 
velopment of this system must offer considerable oppor- 
tunities to British constructors. 


MATERIALS AND LABOUR. 


It will be the more difficult to reconstruct and develop 
Serbia because of the industrial backwardness of the 
country before the war. Factories existed, but very few 
of them had an annual production of more than £50,000. 
and most of them are incapable, through damage, of 
being quickly re-started. The country, mainly agricul- 
tural, is short of skilled supervision and skilled labour, 
and is deficient in most of the materials necessary to 
modern industry. It was, before the war, industri: ally 
dependent upon our enemies, and even now is in some 
danger of being forced to obtain from Austria, Hungary 
and Germany those goods which the people would more 
willingly buy from their Allies. Ge ographical nearness 
to its enemies is a very considerable economic factor in 
Serbia. There has been great destruction of buildings, 
and their repair and reconstruction are the more urgent 
because, under the conditions existing before the war, 
the people in the towns were very badly housed. Some 
62 per cent. of the families in Belgrade lived in single- 
room dwellings. If congestion was great then it is 
greater now. No building material, except stone and 
timber, exists at present in Serbia. Timber cannot be 
used to any great extent because all the sawmills have 
been wrecked. Pricks cannot be made because the 
brickyards have been wrecked and the plant removed. 
No machinery for stone working exists. The cement 
works cannot resume work because their plant also has 
been damaged. The country does not contain any steel or 
iron fer construction work. For the means to re-build 
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the houses and to re-equip its small factories, Serbig 
must look to the world outside her borders. It is the 


same with almost everything. 

Of labour in the wide sense Serbia is almost as de. 
ficient as in materials. When the Army is freed from 
duty there will be workers for the fieids and unskilled 
labour for reconstruction. But expert technical and 
professional men are few in numbers, and are not capable 
without foreign assistance of handling the problems 
which press for solution. It is stated that there are 
not more than seventy constructional engineers, archi- 
tects, and surveyors in the whole of Serbia. It is much 
less difficult, however costly it may be, to reconstruct 
a country like Belgium—be fore the war the most highly. 
organised for its size in Europe—than to rebuild Serbia. 
a country in which industrial development had scarcely 
passed the stage of infancy. The French have already 
done much to place technical officers at the disposal of 
the various public departments in Serbia, and similar 
help from England would be gladly weleomed. The 


























point which requires emphasis is that Serbia is quite 

unable, without skilled assistance from the Allies, 

re-establish normal life in the country. If that assist. 

ance is not forthcoming Serbia must inevitably, when 

peace is signed, turn for help to the countries which have 

— enemies. Orders, it is reported, are already going 
Austria for necessary goods. 


FINANCE, 


What Serbia needs Serbia is able to pay for. — This 
may seem strange, but it is a fact that, apart altogether 
from indemnities for the damage done during the war, 
the peasant population and shopkeepers have plenty 
of money—in dinars and Austrian crowns. The explan. 
ation is simple. The people in the country during 
enemy occupation spent little or nothing on luxuries, 
and all the while were receiving high prices for their 
goods and produce. They have sold but net bought, 
and are now in a position to buy largely. Payment in 

form acceptable to British manufacturers would be 
a difficulty, and so far as our interests are concerned 
much benefit would follow the establishment of a local 
British bank. Such a bank could make all the arrange. 
ments under which the Serbian purchaser, with his 
dinars and crowns, could pay in London for his British- 
made goods. At present a considerable quantity of goods, 
sometimes of British origin, are being distributed in 
Serbia through military and charit: able organisations. 
The Salvation Army, the American Red Cross Society, 
and the French Bureau Militaire are all running stores, 
and have been of much kelp tothe Serbian people. The 
Italians are working in’ similar fashion by way of 
Salonika. Before the war there were four foreign banks 
in Serbia: The Franeo-Serbian Bank of Paris, the Ser- 
bian Credit Bank in Belgrade, with Austrian capital; 
Andreiviteh and Co., of Belgrade, with Austrian and 


German capital; and the Prague Credit Bank, with 
Czech capital. There was no British bank. The 


Mission was informed that it is the intention of the 
Government to withdraw at an early date enemy paper 
money from circulation, and to replace it with State 
paper money of the Kingdom of Serbia, Croatia, and 
Slavonia (Jugo-Slavia). This State money will be in 
dinars, and be under Government guarantee. The rate 
of conversion will be 30 dinars per 100 crowns. The 
total value of Austrian crowns now in circulation in the 
new Kingdom is estimated at about 8 milliards. Other 
arrangements are being made in regard to a central 
exchange office. 

The population of Old Serbia is about four millions. 
and of Jugo-Slavia ten millions. It is a backward 
country, but one with great possibilities. The people 
as customers incline, first of all, to England, and then 
to the Allied countries; failing England and the Allies 
they must go back to those enemies with whom they 
used to trade, and by whom their methods are well under: 
stood. If British merchants and manufacturers wish 
to establish a footing in this market they must take 
steps at once to organise the necessary supplies. 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 


THE WOOL COUNCIL. 


REVIEW OF THE SITUATION. 


The Seventh Meeting of the Wool Council was held at 
Central Hall, Westminster, last week, with a full at- 
tendance of members, Sir Arthur Goldfinch, Director 
of Raw Materials, in the chair. When it was known to 
the Council that Alderman Hayhurst could not be 
present owing to serious illness, Mr. Wilfred Turner 
made a very feeling reference to Alderman Hayhurst's 
great public services at the Wool Council and in other 
capacities. He moved that a letter be sent on behalf 
of the Wool Council to Alderman Hayhurst expressing 
the very great regret which was felt by all his colleagues 
at his continued illness, and the earnest hope enter- 
tained that he would shortly recover. Mr. Ben Turner 
strongly supported the motion, which was unanimously 


ev 








massed. 

The Chairman, in the course of his opening remarks, 
spoke as follows :— 

The least satisfactory feature in the wool position to-day. 
as when FT last addressed you, is the great disparity between 
ihe reduced issue prices and the prices which have been 
obtained at the Government auctions of Australian and New 
Zealand wool. There figures in to-day’s agenda a motion 
reversing the previous recommendations of the Wool Council 
and adyising the Department to bring to an end the supple- 
mentary issues of wool at fixed prices owing to this un- 
expected disparity. Jt must be admitted by all of us that 
the frogramme recommended by the Wool Council, which 
the Department has striven faithfully to execute, has failed 
to stabilise prices in the desired manner. I need scarcely 
remind you that I was never a whole-hearted believer in 
these particular arrangements. When the Wool Council 
first met I stated that in my view it would probably be 
convenient to maintain until July, substantially without 
change, the arrangements then existing for the supply of 
Government-owned wool by direct issue to users under 
rationing control, and at fixed prices. It appeared to me 
that the transition period was going to be a very difficult one, 
and that a premature termination of control arrangements 
would be open to great inconvenience and serious risk. It soon 
became evident, however, that there would be the greatest 
possible difficulty, amounting perhaps to a moral or political 
impossibility, in carrying on for such a length of time the 
control and rationing arrangements. I must make it clear 
that if direct issues were to continue to be the main source 
of supply they must necessarily have been based on a strict 
rationing system. Rationing without the control of British 
and East Indian wool would have been lopsided and, in fact, 
almost impossible to work. To continue the control of 
British and East Indian wool for another season was, under 
the circumstances, very nearly politically impossible. More- 
over, rationing had only been worked through the good will 
of the Trade, and it was evident that no such cordial co- 
operation would be possible if rationing were continued 
after 3lst March against the virtually unanimous opinion 
of the representatives of spinners and manufacturers. A 
situation was therefore created which virtually necessitated 
the acceptance of the views of the majority of the Council, 
which was strongly in favour of a resumption of the London 
wool auctions at the earliest possible moment, making them 
the main channel of distribution of Government-owned wool. 
Accepting this policy with some reluctance, I asked you at 
the January meetings to concur with me in maintaining for 
some time longer the existing issue prices for such supple- 
mentary allocations as might be necessary, postponing any 
revision until the results of the auctions had indicated a 
new basis of market prices. The Wool Council, however, 
almost unanimously decided on 20th February to recommend 
a reduction of issue prices previous tw the auctions, tu be 
maintained until the 280th November, hoping by this means 
to discourage an upward demand for manufactured goods on 
the strength of the expected stabilisation of prices of raw 
materials. 

Tur Hicu Avction Prices. 


It is known to all of vou that only a part of this programme 
has been realised. The improved demand of manufactured 
goods has undoubtedly come, but prices at the auctions have 
been far in excess of the March issue prices, which were 
prematurely reduced 73} per cent. on the Council’s recom- 
mendation. ‘The very great disparity between the prices at 
which supplementary allocations are being made and the 
auction prices are naturally having the effect of producing a 
very eager demand for wool and tops to be allocated at the 
issue price. We have confined such allocations to top 
makers, spinners and manufacturers, as the intention of the 
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Wool Council undoubtedly was that users of wool should, so 
far as possible, be able to draw a sufficient quantity of wool 
at the fixed prices to prevent undue competition or specula- 
tion at the auction sales, and it was certainly hoped that 
the ultimate consumers would derive a corresponding benefit 
from a certain proportion of the wool being issued direct to 
users at guaranteed prices. I am sorry to say that there is 
no evidence that any such advantage is being derived by 
consumers in all, or a majority, of cases, and apparently the 
price of manufactured goods is being ruled mainly by the 
auction prices. That such a situation is unsatisfactory 
everyone will agree, but although I was not a whole-hearted 
believer in the policy recommended, I cannot even now be 
sure that any other policy would, on the whole, have pro- 
duced much more satisfactory results. The troubles we are 
now experiencing are, to a large extent, incidental to the 
period of transition, and I think we may look forward to 
a change for the better very soon. 


THe Very LarGce Stocks. 


I have to point out that the statistical position of Aus- 
tralian and New Zealand wool in this country is quite as 
good as anyone could possibly have expected, and seems to 
indicate that the inflated prices paid at the auctions are not 
justified and will tend to rectify themselves very shortly. 
We have received in the five months up to 3lst May, 
1,270,000 bales of Australian and New Zealand wool, which 
is about half of one year’s exportable surplus of those two 
Dominions, and is probably more than has ever been imported 
into England during the same period. In spite of the small 
imports of Cape and South American wool and the small 
deliveries of British wool, natural to the season of the year, 
the total stocks of wool of all classes have increased 
enormously since 8lst December, and are now estimated to 
be over 300,000,000 Ib. clean scoured weight, which js 
probably as large a stock as has ever been held in this 
country except perhaps for a short time in 1915. It is the 
intention of the Department to keep up the flow of wool 
from Australia and New Zealand at a rate somewhat in 
excess of deliveries, and British wool will now come in 
rapidly, so that these large stocks will in all probability show 
a considerable increase. It is therefore sufficiently evident 
that, taken in bulk, our stocks of wool in England are amply 
sufficient for all our own purposes, and though the scare$+ 
of wool on the Continent is undoubtedly great, we have every 
reason to believe that we shall be able to supply their 
requirements quite as quickly as they can carry away the 
wool and pay for it. My statements apply to wool in bulk, 
and not to every individual grade of wool. I am afraid that 
experience is proving that in some of the choicer qualities 
the demand is outstripping the world supply. For this there 
is no remedy that I know of but the limiting factor of price, 
and I cannot hold out to you any hope that between us we 
can discover any ingenious method whereby everyone can 
get all he wants of qualities which in the aggregate are in 
short supply. This has a very direct bearing upon the 
question of maintaining in existence a schedule of prices 
which, with certain small variations, has been brought for- 
ward over two years. I have to point out to vou that while 
certain grades of wool are being eagerly bought at the 
auctions at 20 per cent., 30 per cent., and even 40 per cent. 
above the schedule prices, other grades of wool have not 
found bidders at reserve prices substantially below the 
schedule. It is therefore quite evident that the schedule is 
out of date, and although I fully expect that the general 
level of prices at the auction sales will soon show a substantial 
fall, there seems no reason whatever to expect that prices 
at the auctions will return to the same range of propor- 
tionate values for the various qualities which is fixed in our 
schedule. There appears to be a strong case for the revision 
of the schedule if it should be found necessary to continue 
to have a schedule at all. 


PossisiF CAUSES oF SHort Supptry. 


It will, I hope, be agreed by everyone that the main 
source of supply must continue to be through the auctions. 
We are endeavouring to raise the monthly total thus sold 
to 160,000 bales or more. We are now arranging for a 
supplementary issue to British consumers in June of about 
100,000 bales, but it must be perfectly evident that the 
delivery in this country of 260,000 bales of Australian and 
New Zealand wool in a given month is quite abnormally 
large, as the total exportable surplus from Australia and 
New Zealand is about 200,000 bales per month, and ship- 
ments direct to other countries will still continue though on 
a smaller seale than in pre-war times. The maximum 
quantity of wool of all classes which can be manipulated by 
British machinery is equal to about 180.000 bales per month, 
and without making any allowance at all for South American 
or Cape wool a steady supply of 120.000 bales of Australian 
and New Zealand wool added to the ensured supplies of 
British and East Indian wood appears to be ample for 
British purposes. T think these figures prove that the three 
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sources of supply to which I referred last January are at 
present, and have for some time past, been working more 
than sufficiently freely to keep pace with all consumptive 
requirements taken in bulk. If, as a matter of fact, short 
supply has anywhere made itself felt, it must have been due 
to one of the three following causes : — 


1. Defective inland transport. 

2. Excessive demand for particular types of wool. 

3. Purchases in excess of requirements by certain 
buyers. 


THe DEPARTMENT’sS POWERS. 


It is quite idle to blame this Department for any of these 
disturbing factors. The abolition of control necessarily 
weakens, and, in fact, almost destroys, the Department’s 
power to prevent such misfits. In the main, from the day the 
Iondon auctions were re-opened, it necessarily fell upon 
private buyers to grapple as they did in pre-war days with 
the difficulties of transport. In the main, also the Depart- 
ment is now helpless to counteract any tendency to 
accumulate stocks in excess of requirements for defensive 
or speculative purposes. In the main, also the Department is 
now unable to bring about a fair division of any particular 
grades of wool, in which the demand exceeds the supply. We 
have done and are continuing to do what little we now can 
do to mitigate these disturbing factors, but when rationing 
came to an end and control almost came to an end with it, 
the Department’s functions were practically limited to bring- 
ing the wool into the country and pushing it on to the 
market as rapidly as possible. Only those who expected 
impossibilities can have been disappointed at the scale on 
which wool has been placed on offer. I believe it will be 
found before the end of July that, taken in bulk, the 
quantity of wool offered by the Department exceeds the 
ability of the Trade to receive or consume it, and it will only 
remain then for the Trade to re-adjust its requirements, as 
it must necessarily sooner or later do, so as to take the various 
grades of wool more or less in proportion to the quantities 
which are actually produced. 


THe DEMAND FoR Tops. 


The figures I have given you apply to wool, and I am 
afraid that the position with regard to tops is even more 
dificult and not at all likely to be rectified immediately. 
The demand for tops, even as regards quantity and without 
reference to particular grades, seems at present to have con- 
siderably outstripped the output. Shorter hours and other 
labour difficulties have undoubtedly contributed to restrict 
the output, and until some readjustment is arrived at which 
enables over 20,000,000 Ib. per month to be steadily produced, 
it looks as if the export of tops from this country would be 
almost impossible and the supply for domestic purposes would 
be chronically short. In fact, no one need be in the least 
surprised if the import of tops from Australia and even 
from the United States commences. 


Poitcy oF THE COUNCIL. 


In view of the present position the Council must now 
consider very carefully what changes should be made in the 
present methods of issuing wool. Neither the stabilisation 
of value, nor the reduction in the excess of schedule prices 
obtained for all essential wearing apparel which were given 
in the announcement of 6th March as the reasons for reduc- 
ing issue prices of wool and tops have been realised. 

The Council, therefore, has before it the following 
alternatives :— 

1. To maintain the present system of issues and the 
reduced schedule of prices, and to devise methods 
whereby the consumer should obtain the benefit 
of the cheap issues. 

2. To adopt Sir William Raynor’s motion or some 
modification of it so as to secure the periodical 
revision of the schedule to bring it more into con- 
formity with the present market prices, both as a 
whole and as regards the proportionate values of 
the different grades. 


I am sorry to say that in my opinion experience has proved 
that the consumer will not derive the benefit of the issue 
of wool at artificially cheap prices unless drastic and 
elaborate methods could at the same time be put into force 
for regulating the sale of all the products at prices propor- 
tionate to the issue prices. With the exception of the 
Standard Cloth Scheme, no such methods of regulation in 
the civilian trade were attempted even during the war, and 
T do not think any move in that direction could usefully 
he made by this Department, nor in fact does it lie within 
its present powers. If such a policy were decided upon by 
the Government and by Parliament, corresponding machinery 
for carrying it out would have to be set up on a very 
elaborate and far-reaching scale. It seems to me, therefore, 
that it would be much more reasonable for the Wool Council 
to revise its recommendations, to some extent, and to set up 


$$ 


SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 








a conunittee to draw up a new schedule of issue prices based 
upon the experience of the April, May, and June auctions 
and proportionate to the prices established at those auctions 
It would be quite feasible, of course, to fix the schedule at 
a certain moderate percentage below the ascertained average 
of the auction prices, for at least by such a method we should 
get rid of the hopeless disproportion between the market 
prices of certain grades and the issue prices. At the same 
time, the Department would use every effort to increase the 
quantity of wool offered at the auctions, which I think would 
almost certainly within two or three months produce a con. 
siderable reduction in the general level of values. 


THE DISCUSSION. 


A general discussion ensued, in which members of all 
sections of the Wool Council took part. Sir William Raynor 
strongly urged that the existing state of affairs was quite 
different from that contemplated when the Wool Couneijj 
adopted its recommendations of 20th February, and it should 
now be recognised that some revision of prices in proportion 
to auction values was imperative, and that it was improper 
for certain sections of the community to receive national 
property considerably below its market value, more especially 
as it appeared that with a few exceptions they were retain. 
ing the benefit for themselves, and not passing it on to the 
consumer, He then moved the following resolution : — 


With the knowledge acquired through the public 
auction sales of the actual value of Colonial wool for 
immediate consumption, the Controller be recommended 
not to issue any further supplies of Colonial wool for 
civilian purposes except at the present ascertained 
values, which are now 20 per cent. to 25 per cent. above 
the Departmental issue prices. 


Mr. Margetson, Sir Henry Ballantyne, and Mr. Williams 
pointed out that manufacturers had been relying upon the 
promises made by the Department to issue wool at fixed 
prices, and had in many cases sold goods on the strength of 
that expected source of supply. They urged that it would 
be unfair to discontinue issues on the agreed schedule. 
Mr. Williams urged that the auctions should be the secondary 
method, and direct allocations the main method of supplying 
wool. The Chairman stated that in his opinion Mr. 
Williams’ suggestion was quite out of keeping with the 
policy pressed upon the Department by the majority of the 
Council from the outset, which was to abandon control as 
rapidly as possible, and to return to pre-war methods of 
distribution at the earliest moment. He reminded 
the Council that wool supplies actually in the country were 
on the highest known scale, and unless the Council recom- 
mended, and the Government agreed, that we were to enter 
upon a long period of renewed Control on thorough-going 
methods, and with drastic powers and a fully-equipped 
establishment, he thought it was illogical to attempt to 
return to the method of allocation at fixed prices as the 
main channel of distribution. Even supplementary alloca- 
tions were throwing upon the Department an almost in- 
tolerable burden in distributing wool to individual users. 
He must absolutely refuse to consider making such allocations 
the main method of distribution, unless the Rationing Com- 
mittee were to be revived and were to take upon its shoulders 
the duty of fixing the quantities and classes of wool to be 
delivered to each consumer. He had to point out that during 
the war the Rationing Committee only had to deal with 
one-fifth of the available wool, as the remainder was dealt 
with by the Contracts Branch for military purposes. The 
problem was therefore five times as great as it previously 
had been, and it was quite idle to suggest that the Depari- 
ment could undertake such a duty on its sole responsibility. 
Mr. Ben Turner, Mr. Arthur Shaw, Mr. Herbert Lockwood. 
and Mr. Wm. Mackinder. took the view that the course of 
events had amply justified the line of argument which had 
been consistently adopted by the Labour representatives 
from the start, and which was fully set forth in the minority 
report of January last. In spite of all that had been s0 
confidently stated as to the certainty with which supply and 
demand would settle all these matters if free competition 
were resumed. we were now faced with the position that the 
available stock of wool actually in the country and the 
prospective supply from abroad were larger than they ever 
had been. Nevertheless, wool prices had risen sharply, and 
wool textile had risen at least as much as raw wool. 

The Labour representatives asked to be given time before 
they were called upon to vote either for or against Sir 
William Raynor’s motion. They certainly disapproved of 
the Government issuing large quantities of wool cheap if 
spinners and manufacturers kept the whole benefit to them- 
selves, and fixed the selling prices of wool textiles on the 
hasis of the much higher auction prices. On the other hand, 
they were very much afraid of voting in favour of an increase 
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‘the issue prices for fear this should be made an excuse 
, still further increases in the selling prices of woollen 
ods. 

Mr. Dawson said that in his opinion the remedy was to 
yrease the quantity of wool sold by auction. The supply 
‘yool in the country seemed to be sufficient, and was in 
it very large, but evidently the quantity offered at auction 
1d not been sufficiently great to fill up the effective demand 
hich in part arose from a desire by all classes of manu- 
yturers and dealers to obtain a good assortment in stock, 
dich they had not for a long time past had the opportunity 
jearrying. He felt certain that if the wool in stock and 
siving could be.placed on the market rapidly enough, the 
scessively high prices lately ruling would to some extent 
» corrected. The Chairman stated that for the past four 
yonths he had been continually urging upon the officers of 
je Department, and upon the wool brokers, to enlarge their 
yrangements for auction sales, so as to fill up the demand 
yore rapidly. It was an undoubted fact that in April and 
fay a quantity of Government wool had been sold through 
he auctions, and through direct allocation decidedly in 
seess Of the machinery requirements of the country for 
«+o months, but it was his wish to fill up as rapidly as 
yssible not only the demand for actual use, but also the 
jmand for stocking and assorting purposes, so as to bring 
the market as quickly as possible to a more normal level 
f prices, which might be, and probably would be, widely 
jiferent from the Government schedule as to the propor- 
jonate value of the different grades, but would on the 
werage be considerably lower than the point to which com- 
tition had driven values at the last auctions, He thought 
,reduction of 15 to 20 per cent. on the average could and 
vould be brought about if the volume of effective supplies 
sow pouring upon the market could be somewhat increased. 
Mr. Beddington referred in detail to the difficulties which 
sevented any great increase upon the present maximum 
igure of about 160,000 bales offered at auction per month, 
ome part of which would be withdrawn for want of bidders. 
The Chairman threw out the suggestion that it might in the 
mmediate future become necessary to make arrangements 
for the sale of Government wool by auction in Antwerp as 
the best available means of increasing the volume of distri- 
bution, more especially as we were probably very near the 
noment when Germany would become entitled to receive a 
ertain quantity of Australian and New Zealand wool. He 
did not much like the idea of diverting a portion of the 
business from British ports to Antwerp, but facts had to be 
faced, and if the British facilities for auction sales had 
reached their limit, then he thought that Antwerp was 
entitled both from geographical and political reasons to get 
the first call upon the surplus business. Further discussion 
om the general question followed, and it became evident 
that an adjournment would be convenient to the majority 
of the members. 

Supvry or Tops a Root Factor. 

The Chairman, in his closing remarks, again referred to 





to 
he 


an important section of the subject which had been very 
slightly dealt with. He stated that in his opinion no 
system of distributing wool or regulating its price would 
bring about a stable and satisfactory condition of affairs so 
long as the output of tops was so far below requirements. 
He did not wish to enter upon the merits of the disputes 
which presumably had prevented employers and employees 
from bringing about a better state of affairs, but he wished 
to emphasise that in his opinion so long as the short output 
of tops continued, the worsted industry at least would rest 
upon a false basis. It was as clear as daylight that the con- 


‘suming public wanted a greater quantity of worsted goods 


than before the war, and if the output of tops was kept at a 
lower level than in pre-war times, not only would the 
export business in tops become an impossibility, but scarcity 
and dearness in the worsted market would be almost 
inevitable except in so far as it could be corrected by the 
undesirable method of importing tops from abroad. Mr. 
Mackinder remarked that unless the working conditions of 
the operatives were improved there would be great difficulty 
in bringing about any increase in the output. The Chairman 
replied that it was no part of his present business to deal 
with wages or working conditions, but he felt it necessary to 
emphasise that the supply of tops was one of the root factors 
of the whole situation, and that the consuming classes could 
by no possibility have an abundant supply of worsted goods 
at reasonable prices if the supply was curtailed at the source 
by limitation of the output of tops. He anxiously desired 
that during the adjournment this phase of the question, 
amongst others, should be carefully considered. 

After discussion it was decided that the Council should 
again meet on Monday, 23rd inst., provided a suitable meet- 
ing-place could be arranged, as the Central Hall was not 


available for that day. 
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THE LEATHER COUNCIL. 
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THE SEVENTH MEETING. 

The Seventh Meeting of the Leather Council was held 
recently, Mr. J. C. Weir in the Chair. The Minutes 
of the Sixth Meeting, which had been previously cirea- 
lated, were confirmed. : 

Prices o¥ British Marker Hipes. 


The Chairman reported that changes in the world’s market 
conditions—a considerable advance, for instance, had taken 
place in the prices of hides in the United States and in the 
Argentine—had necessitated a revision of the prices of 
British market hides for June. The Committee convened for 
that purpose, while realising that an increase in the prices 
of British hides was imperative, were unanimous in the view 
that any such increase should be sufficiently moderate to. 
exercise a steadying effect on the general situation. After 
a full discussion advances were recommended of 12d. and 1d. 
in the case of casualties. 

The Sub-Committee on Calfskins, Kips and Horse Hides 
had also recently met and had recommended the following 
advances for the month of June, advances which corresponded 
very closely with those already awarded in the case of British 
market hides :— | 

Horse Hides.—Firsts, 14d.; seconds, 1d.; thirds, 14d. 

Calfskins.—Under 25 lb., 4d.; over 25 lb., 2d. 

The price of kips was to remain as at present. 

These increased prices, the Chairman stated, had been 
put into operation on Ist June, the Department feeling that 
the recommendation of the Sub-Committee, being unanimous 
in each case, would be ratified by the Council. The Council 
thereupon unanimously agreed that the reports of the Sub- 
Committee be adopted. 

ContTROL or Britis Market Hives. 


Proceeding, the Chairman said they were faced with a 
good deal of doubt as to the future. As agreed upon at the 
last meeting, the restrictions applied to the Leather Trade 
would cease at the end of June; in the case of British market 
nides, however, control would continue till the 30th 
September. The United Tanners’ Federation, conjointly 
with the Boot Manufacturers’ Federation, had put forward 
a strong resolution to the Department that the control of 
cattle and horse hides, kips, and calfskins, be extended 
until the end of September. It had been necessary for the 
Department to continue control owing to the Ministry of 
Food’s arrangements for control over meat, etc., up to that 
date, and the resolution referred to was merely intended 
to strengthen that arrangement in the event of any unfore- 
seen contingency arising. The Chairman invited the opinions 
of the members of the Council on the subject. 

Mr, Taylor thought it was a matter that should be left to 
the consideration of the Sub-Committee. He was not in a 
position to express any opinion on behalf of his Association 
as the question had not yet been discussed by them; but, 
personally, he declared himself in favour of the resolution. 

Mr. Densham, however, held that it would be advisable for 
the resolution to go to the Sub-Committee, accompanied by 
some intimation of the general feeling of the Council on the 
matter. He urged the extreme necessity of ensuring that 
the hides should be kept in this country, and the best means 
of attaining this end, he said, was by the continuation of 
control and of some system of allocation. The general feeling 
of the Council was in agreement with Mr. Densham’s pro- 
posal, and it was unanimously recommended that the resolu- 
tion be sent forward backed by the approval of the Council. 

Import AND Export RESTRICTIONS. 

The Chairman reminded the Council that at their last 
meeting a discussion had been held with regard to the 
advisability of allowing the import of upper leather pur- 
chased in the United States by certain British firms. The 
general opinion of the Council was that import be not per- 
mitted immediately, but no definite decision was arrived at 
pending a consultation with Sir Auckland Geddes in bis 
capacity as representative of the War Cabinet ; meanwhile, 
the existing resolution of the Council, to the effect that all 
restrictions on leather should be removed on 30th June, 
should hold good. The Chairman stated that in his inter- 
view with Sir Auckland Geddes he pointed out that the 
Council was a most representative body ; that, in his opinion. 
it had always acted in the best interests of the trade; and 
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that the views it expressed could therefore be taken as re- 
flecting the true feeling of the industry in general. Sir 
Auckland Geddes, whilst promising to give careful attention 
to the arguments put forward and to communicate his 
decision to the Department in due course, stated that he 
would, of course, have to consider the question in its widest 
aspect, in its effect on the trade of the country as a whole. 
A few days later an announcement appeared in the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal” stating that all upper leather purchased 
before the 8th April, 1919, would be admitted forthwith, 
whilst all other upper leather would be admitted after the 
idth June. Concluding, the Chairman stated that the 
Department had always supported the recommendations of 
the Council and was prepared to continue to do so. 

Mr. Owen Parker, on behalf of the consuming branch of 
the industry, expressed profound regret that the Board of 
Trade should have taken a different view from that held by 
the Council. The main objects of the Council had been, 
firstly, to ensure an adequate supply of raw material for the 
industry, and, secondly, to stabilise prices. The first object, 
he thought, had been successfully achieved. With regard to 
the second, the Board of Trade decision’ would appear to 
have thwarted their efforts, as no sooner had the announce- 
ment been published than prices bounded up at an alarming 
rate. Sucha decision, he thought, also frustrated the eftoris 
made by the trade to encourage home production. From the 
point of view of the Department it might possibly be a 
matter of serious inconvenience and ultimate !oss. In high- 
grade chrome upper leather home production was not equal 
to home consumption, and the Department, with the tull 
approval of the Council, had taken steps to import quanti- 
of this leather. The supplies were now sufficient to 
carry the trade at least over the control period. The con- 
sidered policy of the Council had been negatived without 
reference to the Council. Trade had been disorganised; the 
feeling of uncertainty as to the future had been increased ; 
and the efforts made to stabilise prices had been rendered 
abortive. Such, in his view, was the result of the decision of 
the Board of Trade, and he expressed very strong dis- 
approval of the action taken. Mr. Densham having strongly 
associated himself with Mr. Parker’s remarks, the Chairman 
said that he felt that very little could be done in the matter 
as the position had been brought about with the full 
authority of the War Cabinet, and from the point of view, 
no doubt, of the trade of the country as a whole. With 
reference to the Government’s purchases referred to, more 
difficulty in distribution had been experienced than had been 
anticipated, but every effort was being made by the Depart- 
ment to distribute the leather as quickly as possible. 


ties 


PuRCHASES IN AMERICA. 


Mr. Poulton referred to questions asked in the House of 
Commons regarding the purchases of leather made by Sir 
Percy Daniels in America’ These questions indicated that 
in sume quarters the view was held that in face ol stocks 
in the country, the purchases were unnecessary, a view 
quite contradictory to the reasons which he understood 
moved the Board of Trade to lift the embargo. He had 
understood that Sir Percy Daniels went to America to pur- 
shase certain kinds of leather, owing to an acute shortage ot 
those kinds of leather in this country, and he now desired 
that an authoritative statement on the matter should be 
made by the Chairman. 

In reply, the Chairman stated that Mr. Kellaway’s answer 
fairly covered the point. A previous discussion at the 
Leather Council, when the subject of civilian requirements 
had come up for consideration, had revealed a serious short- 
age of high-grade full-chrome upper leather, and it was on 
the recommendation of the Council that Sir Percy Daniels 
had been sent to America to purchase such leather in quanti- 
ties sufficient to mect the immediate needs of the industry. 
He assured the Council that the Department could find no 
evidence confirming the existence of a state of affairs such as 
was implied in the questions in the House of Commons. 

FUTURE OF THE LEATHER COUNCIL. 

The Chairman said that the Council had proved a most 
valuable asset to the trade and to the Government, and it 
would be a great pity if it were to be dissolved immediately 
the period of control came to an end, especially as such 
matters as tanned kips and British market hides would still 
have to be dealt with. He suggested that the Council 
should continue to remain in being tor the purpose of advis- 
ing the Government on any matters where its advice was 
necessary. Mr. Owen Parker and Mr, Taylor expressed 
their approval of the Chairman’s suggestion, and it was 
unanimously agreed that the Council should remain in being 
and be convened from time to time as the Government 
thought fit. . . 

The Chairman thereupon thanked the Council for their 
services, and the meeting terminated. 
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Fully-p' 

THE NEW LOANS. , applic 

jjowing 

TERMS OF THE ISSUES. i 

The British Government announce the issue of til On aD 

loans as follows :— Don Fri 

(1) Four per Cent. Victory Bonds, issued at gf 0n Th 

redeemable at par by a Cumulative Sinking Fy On me 

operating by means of annual drawings at py oe 

the drawings to begin on Ist September, 1929 . Th 

(2) Four per Cent. Funding Loan, 1960-1990, issue) On Th 
at 80, redeemable at par within 71 years br 
means of a Sinking Fund. , 
Applications may be received until 12th July », 
clusive, after which date the lists will be closed. ~ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer has issued the fol th 
lowing explanation of the purposes of the Loans:— - 

Treasury Chambers, _— 
Whitehall. S.W.] 

After five years of unexampled struggle, the heroism o 
our fighting forces and the devoted labour of our igi 
population have brought us victory over our enemies, Wo | iy. 
can look confidently now towards the future. Pon All 

The tirst thing necessary, in order that the Nation shal a 
reap the full fruits of its immense sacrifices, is, that o» bas 
finances should be placed upon a firm foundation. | ‘Fro 

The maintenance of the National Credit is the basis o oq 
National Security. Without our National Credit we could = 
not have won the war. A large floating debt, that is to say upwart 
morey borrowed for short periods, weakens the National For 
Credit and impairs National Security. It is therefore 9% * 
necessary that we should fund this floating debt, or, in othe ae 
words, replace the debt by more permanent loans. This js 
the main object of the present issues. On 

The credit of the individual cannot stand higher than th On. 
National Credit: therefore, the restoration of our Nationa! On 
Credit will tend to improve individual credit. Immediately On 
the loan is successfully floated, our credit will be On 
strengthened. This wiil help to re-establish industry, increase On 
production, reduce unemployment, and lower the cost of On 
living. On 

When the burden of short-term debt is lifted from our 
shoulders, we shall be able to look forward with confidence 
to the great economic future which it is within our power 
to build. As 

It is, therefore, to the advantage of every member of the § 3s se’ 
community, in whatever station of life he may be, that this St 
issue should be an unqualified success; and I ask for the @ payn 
fullest co-operation of each citizen in this important financial § of £ 
undertaking. 

AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN, i 
12th June, 1919. Chancellor of the Exchequer. Hi 
an 

The Bank of England directly, or through Bankers, § fron 
Stockbrokers and Financial Houses, will receive appli. 9 0 
cations for multiples of £50, and a Post Office issue has #" 
been arranged for smaller amounts beginning at £5. * 

Dividends will be paid on the Post Office issue with- 9 gy 
out deduction of Income-Tax. Persons liable to tax F fut 
must include such interest in their Income-Tax Returns. F Tre 
On the banks’ issue tax will be deducted at 6s, in F pe 
the &. - 

THE VICTORY BONDS. 

An important feature of this issue is that the Victory 
Bonds will be accepted at their face value as cash in pay: 
ment of death duties, together with any accrued interest on 
then. 

In order to provide a sinking fund for the redemption of 
the bonds by annual drawings, the Government undertake | a 
each half-year to set aside 2} per cent. on the nominal ‘ th 
amount of the capital subscribed, After payment of interest ul 
the balance will be available for the sinking fund. By this ni 
means it is calculated that the whole amount will be redeemed le 
in a little over 56 vears. “ 

The interest on the Victory Bonds is pavable half-vearly 
on Ist March and 1st September, and the first dividends 
will be paid on Ist March, 1920. This first dividend will be 
adjusted in amount according as the applications are early 
or late, thus :— 

Fully-paid Instalment t 

Allotments. Allotments. ( 
Per cent. Per cent. 
. 6. &. £ s. d. 

On allotments applied for— = | 
On or before 2lst June ......... 215 9 1 6 3 . 
From 23rd June to 28th June 214 8 1 6 2 ? 
From 30th June to 5th July... 212 8 1 6 1 : 
From 7th July te 12th July ... 211 2 . ¢2 
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rully-paid allotments (i.c., £55 per cent.) are payable | (1) A lease of the area to be granted to the successful 
, application namely, up to 12th July next; and the | tenderer for a term.of 99 years under the Crown Lands 
jjowing are the dates of payments for instalment allot- | Ordinance, 1915, and subject to the usual conditions im- 
ed nosed thereby, except th: -ansfer or sub-letti : 
pens - Per cent. me aa an ee: an is cae wala the 
SUC Of troll On application sd ceiamiiiiaeisas ie ei ea De ve previous written consent of His Excellency the Governor. 
| ‘riday, 8th z EY siinssiarininsianweniinsans £10 a . 
(| : — he ete 1919 £10 (2) The annual rent to be 10 cents per acre per annum. 
2 : e n sGasy, * Fas . G5.F ceovccccereccccsececs ” aie aie 
kineil . Qn Thursday, 2nd October, 1919 ..................44. £15 _ (3) The lessee to covenant: -- 
oS at ubg On Thursday, 30th October, 1919 eceesccscecccceedores £10 (a) To complete the erection and equipment of a 
oan On Monday, 24th November, 1919 ............-....06 £10 factory within two years from the date of the lease, such 
9 ve, On Thursday, llth December, 1919 Sr En ET ae £10 factory to be capable ot dealing with not less than 
1, Issueif On Thursday, 8th January, 1920 ...........-. eee £15 | 9,000,000 Ib. dead weight of meat per annum, represent- 
years }y saan | ing 20,000 head of slaughtered beasts. 
\ £85 | ; : 
. one | (b) To deal in the factory with the weight of meat 
July jn. ee ee ee | and in the respective periods specified below : — 
d. THE FUNDING LOAN. . ! 1,000,000 Ib. during the 3rd year. 
l the {,j, § In this case, too, early applications have an advantage in | 2,000,000 Ib. during the 4th year. 
ne Aye first half-yearly dividend, which will be paid on Ist | 4,000,000 Ib. during the 5th year. 
~" ~ Bvvomber, 1919, and its amount will vary as follows :— | 5,000,000 lb. during the 6th year. 
ee lens | and each subsequent year for the remainder of the term. 
Sw Fully-paid Instalment | q b 
ve ved, | Allotments. Allotments. | (c) To use the said land for purposes ancillary to the 
on of Per cent. ree | freezing and canning factory, and for no other purposes 
Ciyj] £ os. d. £ os. d. | whatsoever. 
les, We ; - ° Risiciains , ° és . y 
* J Allotments applied for :— ; (d) To pay a certain minimum price per head for all 
ion shai | On oF before 21st June sana lL 9 a : : - cattle purchased either directly or indirectly from 
that oy, | ‘From 23rd June to 28th June 1 ¢ 4 natives, such price to be fixed by Government from time 
“FT sFrom 30th June to 5th July... 1° 6 1 0 ay to time. 
— from 7th July to1l2th July... 1 4 6 Nil. a" | ' i 
basis 7 On cach complete £1,000 in allotments of £1,000 and (e) All survey fees and cost of deeds to he paid by the 
e could # wards | successful tenderer on or before the execution of the 
fetta Por fuliy-paid allotments £80 has to be paid on applica- | lease. 
a ey ion, and the following are the dates for instalment-allot- | (ft) Full information respecting the constitution and 
. a nents: — | lirectorate of any tendering company to be forwarded 
Th: ™ Percent. | at the time of tender 
On application ieee ican ens Aa i ce aiehmannay session’ = | (g) All tenders to’ be forwarded to the Land Officer, 
an the | On Tuesday, 29th July, LID oo... ess £10 | Nairobi, from whom any further information required 
ational On Thursday, 21st August, 1919 ............---..-see0s, , | may be obtained on or before the lst day of January, 
Geer On Thursday, 18th September, 1919 ...............6.. £10 | 1920. 
‘Il On Thursday, 16th October, 1919 ..........-e eee £10 | ra ; 
Ul he On Thursday, 13th November. 1919 £10 | (h) The highest or any tender will not necessarily be 
veiiin ay, 13th } DP cicienaiiinimawibes £10 | ”. 
a ‘" On Thursday, 11th December, 1919 .............-0. .++. £15 | nconphed. . . . 
: On Thursday, 8th January, 1920 ...................... £10 | A plan of the area may be inspected in the Public Map 
" ane _ Office attached to the Survey Department, Nairobi, and a 
100d £80 | copy obtained for Re.1, post free 
dence pS ) pc . 
IOWer 
A sinking fund as described above for the Victory Bonds 
f the @ js set aside for redemption. ' cs AMERICAN SURPLUS WAR MATERIAL. 
a 1 a WwW ’ v1 ‘AS n _ + - . ° 
dens Stock of the Funding Loan will be accepted as cash 1 The War Department of the United States has an- 
” the payment of death duties, but only at the subscription price ; : 
" maps ‘ ’ nounced that the entire stock of knitted goods, deelared 
ncial of £80 for £100 of stock. = : ‘ 
a to be surplus war material, will be offered for sale for 
ner Stocks and Bonds of the Funding Loan and Victory Bonds coRgeneN GegaNes. a _ lisposed of in this way the 
~~ Band the interest payable in respect thereof will be exempt industry concerned in the United States will be con- 
ers, from all British taxation, present or future, so long as it is sulted before the goods are placed on the market. It is 
pli- § stown in the manner directed by the Tr ye that ——— officially stated by the War Department that most of 
has in the beneficial ownership of persons who are neither this stock of knitted goods is in the form of underwear, 
dowiciled, nor ordinarily resident, in the United Kingdom. ait ; nape = 
al te inhenend payable in respect to the Stocks and socks, ete., and is not of commercial descriptions. . It 
th. Ff Bonds will be exempt from British income-tax, present or will, however, be an attractive purchase for some of the 
aX future, so long as it is shown in the — — py ” foreign governments, and for relief associations for the 
ns. Treasury that the Bonds are in the beneficial ownership o re-clothing of war sufferers and for other charitable 
In persons not ordinarily resident in the United Kingdom, ene 
without regard to the question of domicile. purposes. 
ry AUSTRALIAN EXHIBITION AT ADELAIDE, 1920, 
r Note S on Trade. A communication has been received from the Secre- 
) * , | 
tary of the South Australian Chamber of Manuta:- 
f | [While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of turers, Adelaide, stating that it is intended to hold an 
ef any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- All-Australian Exhibition in Adelaide from the 26th 
: . ° ¢ / ’ . op eye . 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be March to 22nd May, 1920. The Exhibition will con- 
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understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 


selves, 





MEAT FREEZING AND CANNING IN EAST 
AFRICA. 


sist of works of artists, manufacturers, producers, 
mechanics, and all other sections of industries in which 
the Commonwealth is engaged. It is stated that, while 
the Exhibition is confined to Australian manufactures, 
the Committee would, from an educational point of 
view, be prepared to make provision for the display of 
models of aeroplanes, motors, machinery, new inven- 


Representations having been made to Governmené of 
the desirability of developing the meat freezing and 
canning industry in the East Africa Protectorate, it has 
been decided to offer for tender an area of land situated 
between Ulu and Sultan Hamud, comprising in the 
whole 34,000 acres or thereabouts. Tenders by way of 
stand premium are invited under the conditions set 
forth below :— 


tions, ete., from the United Kingdom. 

These Exhibitions, which were held periodically 
before the war, have always been regarded as of great 
importance, and have always attracted very large num- 
bers of exhibits, and, on the whole, have been highly 
successful exhibitions. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS IN TRANS-CAUCASIA. 

Imported goods at Batoum from abroad pay duty 
according to the Russian tariff existing previous to the 
war plus 10 per cent. ‘The Local Government Board 
further levy a gross tax of 5 roubles, and 2 roubles and 
50 kopecks per poud for right of passage of merchandise 
through the province. The tax of 5 roubles is levied 
on manufactured goods, and that of 2 roubles and 50 
kopecks on raw material, such as bar iron, round and 
flat ron, ete. 

Goods entering Georgia at the Customs House of 
Notanebby have to pay duties identical with the above. 
[n this case a gross tax of 5 roubles per poud is levied 
on all classes of merchandise. <A charge of 156 roubles 
is made by the Azerbaijan Consul at Patoum for every 
certificate issued by him on goods which remain in 
Azerbaijan. For each certificate on goods destined 
for Persia, Transcaspia and Central Asia, a charge of 
250 roubles is made by the same official. The Republic 
at Azerbaijan also levies a gross tax of 2 roubles and 
50 kopecks per poud on all goods. Goods in transit to 
Persia through Armenia pay a small gross tax, but no 
duty is levied. The pre-war Russian tariff without 
additional taxation is levied on goods destined for 
Armenia. 





RATES OF EXCHANGE IN WARSAW. 
‘The rates of exchange current in Warsaw on 30th 
May were as follow:— 
marks. 


NE 04. ccencantadsanbusipaebesiwninbeas 70°50—7 1-00 
I i i 247°00 
aah elcid acide 15°50—15°75 
100 Kronen (Austrian) ........................ 52°50—52°75 
100 Roubles Tzarski ...... .................. 116°00 


100 Roubles Dumski ........................ 68°00 





CATALOGUES AND SAMPLES FOR SERBIA. 

The Commission Internationale de Ravitaillement is 
informed by the Postmaster-General that printed cata- 
logues not exceeding 4 lb. in gross weight may be sent 
to Serbia and other Palkan States at the rate of postage 
applicable to printed matter, namely, }d. per 2 oz. 
Bona-fide trade samples of merchandise without saleable 
value, not exceeding 12 oz. in gross weight, may be 
sent to the Balkan States, including Serbia, by sample 
post at the rate of 4d. per 2 oz., with a minimum charge 
of 1d. 

Postal parcels are accepted for transmission to Greece 
and Roumania; and it is hoped shortly to establish a 
service with Bulgaria. The Postmaster-General states 
that the Serbian postal authorities informed him that 
in consequence of the destruction of the means of com- 
munication by the enemy it was not practicable to re- 
establish the parcel post. In view of the fact that it is 
hoped to re-establish communication by the main line 
from Belgrade to Salonika by July, the Serbian Authori- 
tiss are being communicated with further on the subject. 


TRADE WITH SEA OF AZOV, 

The Comptroller-General of the Department of Over- 
seas Trade announces that the Admiralty have issued 
instructions whereby vessels carrying cargo for Tagan- 
rog and Rostov-on-Dow will now be allowed to pass 
through the Kertch Straits into the Sea of Azov. 

The availability of this route for trade purposes 
depends upon the situation in the Kertch Penins:la. 

Should unfavourable conditions arise, instructions 
have been issued whereby vessels will be diverted at 
Constantinople. 








POLISH COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL 
AGENCY. 
The address of the Polish Commercial and Financial 
Agency is now 88, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. The 
telephone number is Holborn 2968. 








by. 


Imperial and Foreign | |. 
Trade. ” 
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BRITISH EMPIRE. ~ 

(ti 

BRITISH INDIA, ric 

to 

COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE, wl 

The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has re¢eiys qu 
the following cable, dated 6th June, from the Directg§ = 7 
General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta. tc 
SEASON. ju 

Genera] rain in Tenasserim, Assam, Bengal, Orissa, Ky, 4. 
kan, Western Hyderabad, Madras Deccan, and Malabhy C 
Local in Burma, at Chota Nagpur, Bombay Deccan, aj \ 
Mysore. , 
Crops. I 
All-India third wheat forecast, acreage 23,566,000, yidj ] 
7,407,000 tons. 1 
MARKETS. ) 


Bombay Cotton Market irregular. Fully good broach, 
July-August, quoted 545 rupees. Piece-goods market actiy 
and general feeling optimistic. Calcutta jute and gunn 
markets unchanged. 

RAILWAYS. 

Construction of Tanakpur-Barmdeo metre-gauge railway, 
4 miles, Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway Company, has been 
sanctioned. 





OVERSEAS TRADE. 
The trade returns of British India for March, 1919, a 
compared with those of its immediate predecessor, showed 
increases in the import and re-export trade. The total 
imports of merchandise in March, 1919, were valued a 
Rs.15,26 Jakhs as against Rs.12,84 lakhs in the preceding 
month, and the value of the exports was Rs.20,2] lakhs as 
against Rs.20,53 lakhs, and of the re-exports Rs.2,45 lakhs 
as against Rs.1,39 lakhs. Imports increased by 19 per cent. 
and re-exports by 77 per cent., while exports decreased by 
nearly 2 per cent. As compared with March, 1918, imports 
showed an increase of 40 per cent. and re-exports of 81 per 
cent., while exports showed a decrease of 19 per cent. 
The most interesting features of the month, as compared 
with the corresponding month of the previous year, were (1) 
a considerable decrease in the exports of rice, wheat, barley, 
gram, pulse, gunny cloth, and tea; (2) an increase in tle i 
shipments of raw and tanned hides and skins, linseed, raw 
cotton, raw jute, rubber, and raw wool; (3) a large increase 
in the imports of wheat from Australia, of grey piece-goods, 
and of mineral oils (other than kerosene); and (4) a large 
decrease in the imports of sugar, 16 D. S. and above. 
The quantity of wheat shipped in March, 1919, was only | 
624 tons as against 79,479 tons in March, 1918. The ship- | 
ments were made mainly to the Persian Gulf ports of Asiatic 
Turkey, Persia, and Arabia. Shipments of rice not in the 
husk decreased to 67,258 tons from 872,970 tons in Mare, 
1918. The quantity of wheat imported amounted to 55,22) 
tons, valued at Rs.1,01 lakhs in March, 1919, as against nil 
in March, 1918. 


—— 





TRADE IN THE TWELVE MontHs eNDED Marca, 1919. & 


In the twelve months ended March, 1919, as compared with , 
the corresponding period of the preceding year, the quantity § 
of imported cotton piece-goods decreased by 433 million 
yards, or 28 per cent., to 1,122 million yards, and the value 
(Rs.49 crores) was nearly the same as in the preceding yeat. 
The value of cotton twist and yarn imported increased by 
nearly Rs.4,57 lakhs to Rs.8,87 lakhs, the receipts 10 
Japan being over 27 million lb., valued at Rs.5,33 lakhs, 0! 
articles imported by post by Rs.1,87 lakhs, of wheat i 
Rs.96 lakhs, of tea by Rs.28 lakhs, of cigarettes by Rs 
lakhs, of mineral oil (other than kerosene) by Rs.77 lakhs, 
of salt by Rs.13 lakhs, of silk piece-goods by Rs.70 lakhs, 0 ty 
raw cotton by Rs.79 lakhs, of aniline and alizarine dyes by | 
Rs.19 lakhs, of sugar, 16 D. S. and above, by Rs.33 lakhs, o | 
paper by Rs.35 lakhs, of betelnuts by Rs.49 lakhs, of spirits 
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ign by Ks.44 lakhs, of steel bars and channel by Rs.1,51 lakhs, Exports oF INDIAN MERCHANDISE 
of ale, beer, and porter by Rs.17 lakhs, and of cotton mill The table below shows the values of the principal articles 
machinery by Rs.49 lakhs. Motor cars and motor cycles of Indian merchandise exported during the twelve months 
decreased by Rs.33 lakhs, kerosene oil by Rs.80 lakhs, cement ended — 1919, as compared with the figures for the 
7 . 3 r ° ° . a 
by Rs.37 lakhs, matches by Rs.70 lakhs, jute mill machinery CAG: GOS ae Sree: 
by Rs.12 lakhs, cotton hosiery by Rs.15 lakhs, and wood or decrease ye 
= ™ i t , 
(timber) by Rs.48 lakhs. Under exports, the quantity of Principat Articles Val months ended 
rice, not in the husk, increased by 77,871 tons to 2,017,321 - _ compared with 
tons and the value by Rs.2,30 lakhs to Rs.22,96 lakhs, while ie ee 
— wheat showed a decrease of 978,272 tons to 476,103 tons in 1917-18  19]8_19 ct all 
a quantity, and Rs.12,25 lakhs and Rs.6,73 lakhs in value. (then d — Res. 
© Directs : ousands)(thousands) (thousands 
Lrectey, The quantity of raw cotton exported decreased by 181,455 Chemicals—saltpetre  ewt. 88.74 , 93.25 a a : 
tons and the value by Rs.11,67 lakhs. The quantity of raw ar - tons 23,72 15,60 —8,12 
jute exported showed an increase of 120,046 tons, or nearly Coir _ dain peer ee + 
"hee * . ; A : os 9? , 0,00 oo ,40 
a Kn 44 per cent. The value of jute gunny bags exported in- eipeeamiones. oh ” 152,81  1,24,85 —27,96 
conn creased by Rs.2,86 lakhs, and of gunny cloth by Rs.6,62 PU gen og 47,29 49,34 +205 
a. lakhs, of raw skins by Rs.1,78 lakhs, of skins, tanned, by a in the husk r 14,93 20,96 +6,03 
' ice, : ‘ | 9 OF ; 
Rs.1,20 lakhs, of tea by Rs.10 lakhs, of hides, tanned, by Wheat ee 19,0088 “675-31 Aa 
900, viel Rs.2,21 lakhs, and of seeds by Ks.3,00 lakhs, while the a - 150,94 81,45 — 69.49 
value of raw hides decreased by Rs.47 lakhs, pulse by Rs.2,99 a maize .. " pyre gee mer 
e x “< »” 9" ’ ,o 7° — ’ 
2 ian lakhs, and barley by Rs.1,27 lakhs. a and bajra ” 18,04 3'43 96] 

ach, -ulse us 7 3,65, 9987 
ket actiy: Imports or ForeEIGN MERCHANDISE. Hides and skins— 19 67,01 2,98,78 

, ides, Taw 5 71k 
nd gunn In the following table are shown the values of the Siine, - . " 1'94°30 er curr'st 

principal articles of import during the twelve months ended Hides tanned or " _ on deeeuan 
March, 1919, as compared with the figures for the cor- dressed “- im 4,90,44  7,11,75 +2,21,31 
- Lailway, responding period of 1917-18: — Skins tanned or . 
has been nin Increase (+) Lac ores ” oe 30015 senes se 
' or decrease (— — ” ,OU, Le »4d5° — jd, 
in the twelve Manures tons 47,38 ~—«6:1,63 14,95 
Principal Articles. Value. ey 1919, as se sama - i ] 08,66 ] 2°70 “a 
ompared with ; ce 108; 12, +4, 
the cuevennené- Mica .. =... ewt. ~=— 86,29 89,85 13.56 
1919, as ing period of Castor oil gals. 38,30 44,71 46,41 
he total Rs. + Rs . wts 9° ’ + ’ 

j tvs. Opium ea —— 2,40,77 12,91 +7214 
ued a Apparel (excluding (thousands)(thousands) (thousands) Rubber raw. 1, Wee * 162,19 ~ 25048 T3824 
receding haberdashery, hosiery, we - a ee ee in 
lakhs as and boots and shoes) 1,29,61 1,83,48 53.87 Castor ” néin <a 1,76,61 2,30,13 +-53,52 
15 lakhs Carriages and Carts (in- ae Copra - se. 9 21,03 2,10 —18,93 
er cen cluding cycles and Cotton seed "= 1,44 1,77 +33 

. motor Cars) ; . 1,01,09 68,79 __39 30 Linseed oe yy 2,67,80 6,58,71 +3,90,91 
ased by —-” Cli‘ ”|U CZ ane a Tea .. Ib. 17,67,26 —17,77,56 +-10,30 
import Coal : - tons 6,66 22,56 415,90 i 
81 per Drugs and medicines. . 1,33,38 1 ,46,66 +-13,28 Cotton, raw (includ. ; ; 

t Dyes, aniline and ing waste) . cwts. 42,65,74 31,04,25 —11,61,49 
alizarine << 97,8] 1,16,93 19,12 Cotton, twist and 
pared | Poults andl wagptelihes 10318 93:17 Ae yan .. .. |b. —-7,56,47° 722,33 —34,14 
ere (1) Glass and glassware... ‘162,46 —1,24,61 —37,85 Saag aw te wr 
barley, Grain, ete.—wheat ed cwt. 4,15 1,00,64 96,49 a raw ° — 19,44 1,46.80 + 67,36 
in the | —. x 2,71,55  3,20,83 + 49,28 ute, Taw .. .. tons 6,45,38 12,72,01 +. 6,26,63 
struments, apparatus, . ~ pS -. 
d, raw tc. Cd. 98.45 2. 16,80 sa { Sesteina no. 13,15,57 16,37,47 —- +-3,21,90 
ers tere f al .. gals. 2,49,96 3,30,11 0,15 » gunny me weg » 631,78 — 5,95,98 —35,85 
goods, & achinery of all kinds, T 7 “ i 
. : tal _ ,, 19,47,35  22,33,40 |.2,86,05 
large F including belting for 0 ; +00» +-2,86, 

| machinery .. .. 5,23,50  5,85,84 +. 62,3 ; 

a — =” te on oe hi = Sacking yds. , 38,16 65,96 +-27,80 
= | Metals—iron and steel tons 7,75,80 12,44,99 ++. 4,69,19 » gunny cloth | Hessian ,, — 22,69,09 — 29,03,71 +-6,34,62 
ship- | 4 copper .. ewt, 64,43 68,63 +490 7 a 
sat Oils—mineral .. gals. 3,64,07—_3,61,32 275 | ~~ . SS ae 
n the ee) ee ee | Wool, raw Ib. 407,48 «589,25 = 1,81,77 
arch, : inetaainaae oilman’s Sf ac dibs Wood, teak cubic tons 31,25 ‘59,89 28,64 
ce stores ia . 1,77,37  —:1,93,81 +-16,44 ti : In "2 @] =) 
5,20) Railway plant and rol- ote, | Other timber .. ae 115 3,61 + 2,46 
t nil ling-stock a .. 49,63  1,04.35 LBA Ts | 

Salt . 7 7 tone 2.90.08 Sante by ep DeEcLARED VALUE OF SELECTED ARTICLES. 

r Spices + — 1,90,14 2,40,92 + 50,78 | The declared values per unit of certain selected articles 
at Stationery 1... 64.46 69,97 45,51 | : 
$ Sugar, 16 D.S. and Sees imported and exported during March, 1914, 1918, and 1919, 
ion above _ .. ewt. 15,03,73  15,36,80 - 33,07 | are noted below :— 
tity 5 Tea, io we 60,83 88,91 +. 28,08 IMpPorts. 
lion Textiles— | March. 
ilue Cotton, raw .. ewt. 41,13 1,20,38 +-79,25 | 1914. 1918. 1919. 
par, — ane _— Ib. 4,29,52 8,86,63 +4,57,11 | Rar Rar. Be sD. 
by | ssi lar agy . _ ; | Ton. Ton. Ton. 

d goods .. yards 18,43,23 23,59,42 --5,16,19 Coal 19 6 1 212 2 2315 8 
‘om f in white piece Clb —_—— we wee ererreeseeeeet et erasers e Crt aed Chwt Cwt 

cE on ont ae - 14,20,48 — 13,13,05 — Sugar, 16 D. S and above 81211 15 5 8 1614 2 
y ‘ . -s On | lb. lb 

: oods .. ,, 16,1458 11,8195 —4,32,63 tb. 

# v clacestiecd wel Cotton, twist and yarn ..... O14 8 2 411 3 0 2 
, manufactures 343,87 314,43 — 29,44 . Yard Y ard Yard 

ot te Silk, raw - oe B®. 1,16,15 1,02,66 — 13,49 Cotton, grey, piece-goods... 0 2 | 0 511 0 6 8 
wl ,» manufactures .. .. 2,85,32 3,70,90 + 85,58 Cotton, white piece-goods... 0 2 9 0 5 10 0 7 6 
fi Wollen manufactures .. 2,09,72 2,17,42 +-7,70 Cotton, coloured piece-goods 0 3 4 OS. 2 .-3 09 9 
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Exports. 

March. 
1914. 1918. 1919. 
- A. #. R.A. Pp. > Ae ® 
Ton. Ton. Ton. 
RT i ee a ne 9 9 4 10 12 4 1 2 5 
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. 
Sa ne ee 988 9 3 52 2 3 +#«61 2210 
ESI MOOT 196 15 11 367 15 5 3899 4 8 
Rice, not in the husk ...... 5 2 I 413 3 6 9 9 
aE, ee eee 910 1 7 910 ll 6 9 
Ton Ton Ton. 
Manganese ore. ..........++6. 161110 2 3 0 1914 2 
| lb. lh. Ib. 
ERAT ea Oe 0 9 6 0 8s 8 0 91] 
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. 
IN sictcchsnccsivewses a, 6 0 76 9 5 TT 1 8 
Bale. Bale Bale. 
i ma 88s @B 8&8 Tit $s 
No. No. No. 
Jute gunny bags .......... 0 410 0 3 7 0 7 O 
Yard Yard. Yard. 
Jute gunny cloth .......... 0 2 4 0 4 7 0 211 


As compared with the corresponding month of the previous 
year (March, 1918), under imports, the declared unit value 
of cotton piece-goods, white, rose in March, 1919, by 29 per 
cent., coloured by 38 per cent., and grey by 6 per cent., of 
cotton twist and yarn by 30 per cent., of sugar by 10 per 
cent., and of coal by 13 per cent. Under exports, raw jute 
showed an increase of 87 per cent., coffee of 17 per cent., 
rice of 37 per cent., wheat of 50 per cent., tea of 14 per cent., 
and indigo of 9 per cent., while manganese ore showed a 
decrease of 30 per cent., and jute, gunny cloth of 36 per 
cent. 

RatLway STATISTICS. 


Railway statistics, like the import and export statistics 
above, are a valuable index to the general movement of trade 
throughout the country, and show that the earnings from 
Ist April, 1918, to 3lst March, 1919, were Rs.84,97 lakhs, 
as against Rs.76,82 lakhs in the corresponding period of 
1917-18, or an increase of Rs.8,15 lakhs. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURAL 
INDUSTRIES. 


As the result of the strides made by agriculture in the 
last few years the Union is now producing enough, or more 
than enough, of nearly all its staple products, except wheat, 
to satisfy its own wants. 

The Annual Report of the Department of Agriculture for 
the year ended 3lst March, 1918, states that if the farming 
industry is to continue to expand and to meet the competi- 
tion which appears to be at hand, it will have to be well 
organised and the oversea markets carefully and constantly 
studied, and their requirements met. A great deal is already 
being undertaken in connection with the grading of grain, 
fruit, meat and dairy produce. 





ProGress oF Dairy FARMING. 


Dairying has made a very good beginning, and owing to 
its suitability for smallholders and other reasons, it is 
capable of becoming of the greatest value to the country, 
and farmers are anxious to take it up. A complete and up- 
to-date dairy college or school which would afford a thorough 
training in all branches of dairying and act as scientific 
adviser to the industry is wanted. The requirements, states 
the Report, might be met by the extension of existing insti- 
tutions where the necessary facilities could be provided, or 
at a separate institution, but in any case the college or 
school must be a complete entity in itself, and the staff 
allowed to devote their whole time to instruction and 
research in dairying. 

The Dairy industry is making rapid strides; the total 
production of butter during the year amounted to 9,706 
tons, against 8,007 tons the previous year, of which 1,490 
tons, valued at £196,020 were exported, whilst the imports, 
which a few years ago were large, were practically nil. The 
increase in the production of cheese was proportionately 
still greater, 2,133 tons being made in 1917, compared with 
988 tons in 1916. £25,435 worth of cheese was imported, 
though it was not really wanted, and £5,539 worth was 
exported. The imports of margarine, which is now being 
manufactured in the Union, and butter substitutes, 
decreased from £31,289 in 1916 to £6,977 in 1917. Not only 
did South Africa therefore produce sufficient butter and 
cheese for its own requirements instead of having to import 
large quantities of both, but it had a considerable surplus 
of butter and a small surplus of cheese, fur which, owing to 
the needs of the British Government, an excellent market 
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was obtained. The growth of cheese-making in particular 
has been remarkable. A few years ago there were only a 
small number of cheese factories in the Union, whilst now 
there are no less than 120. 


KxPoRT OF Meat. 

In accordance with the terms of the Agricultural Produce 
Export Act, 1917, steps were taken to supervise the export 
of meat. Slaughter-houses used for killing cattle for export 
were examined and licensed, and animals intended for 
slaughter for export were inspected on the hoof and after 
death, and the meat was refrigerated immediately before 
being placed in the hold of the ship. 

Practically the whole of the meat exported was purchased 
by the Imperial Government at 53d. per lb. f.o.b., and at 
its request was inspected in order to see that it complied 
with the terms of the contract. In all, 279,085 quarters of 
meat were shipped during the year, and it arrived at its 
destination in good order, despite the lack of cold storage 
at the docks, and of protection from the weather and dust 
when transferring it to the ships. 

It is considered that the export of meat will become one 
of the principal features of the farming industry, as South 
Africa is pre-eminently a live-stock country. It is therefore 
of the utmost importance that every effort should be made 
to assist it, and place it on a proper footing. 


Woot. 


The preparation of the wool for market has improved, but 
serious complaints have been received from merchants at the 
coast of false packing, a practice which brings discredit on 
South African wools. The scarcity of freight has emphasised 
the necessity for properly pressing the bales, it bein 
estimated that, owing to bad pressing, the South African 
wool occupies 50 per cent. more cargo space than Australian 
wool. The importance of the subject has constantly been 
brought to the notice of farmers, and at the suggestion of 
the Department of Agriculture the Railway Administration 
—_ a reduction of 10 per cent. on the carriage of pressed 
wool. 

The wool clip was a good one, but, owing to the curtail- 
ments of the markets caused by the war and the growing 
scarcity of freight, which had already resulted in the 
accumulation of large stocks of the previous season’s wool 
at the coast, great anxiety was felt about the disposal of it, 
as it was realised that if the wool could not be sold it would 
mean the locking-up of some £10,000,000, and also heavy 
charges for storage and insurance and the risk of damage 
by moth and other agencies. 


ToBACcco. 


The heavy rains experienced in the interior during the 
year interfered a good deal with the tobacco crop, and the 
yield, which was estimated at between 8,000,000 lb. and 
§,000,000 Ib., was below the average, but prices were good, 
partly, no doubt, on account of the short supply, but also 
because of the improvement in quality and the better 
organisation of the growers. Year by year improvement 
is being manifested both in the selection of the tobacco and 
in the cultivation of it. Exports of tobacco amounted to 
939,767 Ib., and 747,030 lb. were imported. 


Frovit. 


Though the export trade will naturally be the mainsta 
of the fruit industry, the local market is not to be despised, 
and the Report claims that if only the cost of distributing 
and retailing the fruit could be reduced the demand would 
undoubtedly be enormously increased, to the benefit of both 
producer and consumer. Even in the previous year, when 
there was no export trade to speak of, fruit was often so 
expensive in the towns as to be beyond the means of many 
families. 

The way in which fruit growing has increased, and the 
trade in it has changed, since the outbreak of war, is ex- 
tremely interesting. In 1913, £52,000 of fresh fruit was 
exported, and £7,544 worth of jams and jellies, dried and 
canned fruit and juice, whilst in 1917-1918 the exports were 
valued at £22,738 and £92,731 respectively, and the imports 
of fruit and fruit products were reduced from £196,223 in 
1913 to £76,489 in 1917. 

Interest in the growth of all classes of fruit is increasing, 
but perhaps the most notable expansions have been in 
oranges, apples and pine apples, and judging from the ex- 
tensions that have taken place and are contemplated in the 
growing of these fruits, there is little doubt that the export 
of citrus fruits and probably of the others, will soon attain 
very considerable dimessions. 


NEED FoR INSTRUCTORS. 


Persons skilled in fruit growing, tobacco and cotton, sheep 
and wool, poultry-keeping, and several other branches of 
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the Department and 


farming, are greatly needed by 
research into those 


outside it, and so is more scientiltic 
subjects. 
Exports oF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 
The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
certain South African agricultural products exported from 
the Union during the calendar years 1913, 1916, and 1917 :—- 


Produce or 








Manuiacture 1913. 1917. 
of the Union. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
No. 3 No. t 
Animals, — liv- 
ing es 29,690 38,106 20,103 41,569 
lb. lb. 
Bark (Wattle) 145,717,738 309,529 92 551,571 223,982 
Bark Extract .  — — 2,784,188 49 520 
Buchu Leaves ~ 163,812 32,071 124,110 20,154 
Butter 45,318 2.979 2,979,224 196,020 
Maize .. 22,944,744 65,169 468,702,325 1,519,860 
Allother Corn, 
Grain, Meal, 
Fodder, and 
Forage 24,892,856 69,373 157,371,444 751,139 
Ostrich 
Feathers 1,023,367 2 953,587 219.048 * 175,019 
No. ~ No. 
Eggs os 1,498,920 8,555 5,910,778 38,799 
Fruit, Fresh, 
including lb. Ib. j 
nuts ea — 52,000 — 22,738 
Jams and Jel- - 
lies ‘ 434,876 6,960 2,330,775 49,16] 
Hair, Angora 17,355,882 876, 255 3,690,828 280,636 
Hides and 
Skins od —- 2,017,863 _— 2,637,735 
Horns in --- 16,214 — 3,042 
Meats 198,683 5,858 47,350,476 1,049,433 
Sugar, Molas- 
ses, and 
Treacle 12,045,371 18,467 4,437,496 60,174 
Tobacco (Un- 
manufac- 
tured) 940,549 14,728 729,611 36,113 
Tobacco, Ci- 
gars, and 
Ci garettes 3,685 851 162,853 50,466 
gals. gals. 
Wines 55,469 11,515 331,522 49,674 
lb. lb. 
Wool, Sheep 176,971,865 5,719,288 117,657,142 8,782,280 
Tetal £12 219,168 £16,038,014 





EUROPE. 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. . 


PROSPECTS OF BRITISH TRADE. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 








PRAGUE. 


British firms desirous of establishing an export trade with 
the new Republic of Czecho-Slovakia would be well advised 
to send out at an early date fully qualified representatives. 
Englishmen knowing the Czech language are hardly likely to 
be available, but the representatives should at least have a 
knowledge of German. It is the exception to find business 
people in Czecho-Slovakia who can speak French, though a 
few of them know English. About one-third of the popula- 
tion is German-speaking. 

FoopsTurFs. 

At present the chief interest is for foodstuffs and raw 
materials, but there will probably soon be a good market in 
the country for goods of British manufacture, and it is highly 
desirable for British firms to take steps at once to form 
business relations there. 


Raw MATERIALS. 
Some important requirements will be the following :— 
Cotton, wool, jute, flax, copper, nickel, tin, zinc, rubber, 
hides, phosphates, turpentine, quebracho extract, saltpetre, 
quinine, seal oil, tallow, copra. 


MANUFACTURED Goops. 

Cutlery, machine-tools, textile machines (cotton, flax, jute 
and hemp), hardware, telephone and telegraph instrumenis, 
electric motors and dynamos, chemicals, medical goods, 
biscuits, tea, potted meats, etc., dyes, paints, varnishes, 
soap, high-class woollen cloths, hosiery, printing machines 
(linotype, etc.), motor tyres, rubber goods, motor car acces- 
sories. 

The cutlery trade has hitherto been supplied almost 
entirely by Germany. There are no good machine tool 
makers in the new Republic. 
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No motor tyres are vet manutactured in the country. 
This would therefore be a good opportunity for the founda- 
tion of British tyre factories there. It is stated that a 
Czech-American combine is to start large works with a 
capital of five hundred million dollars, providing machines 
and staff from America. 

There would doubtless be a good opening for a British 
firm of outfitters in Prague, with a shop supplying hosiery, 
raincoats, etc. 

Desire For BritisH TRAvbE. 


The Czechs are most anxious to expel German influence 
from their trade, both as regards imports and exports. They 
are looking to the United Kingdom in the first instance 
to replace Germany, and, if British firms will make the 
necessary efforts, most profitable trade should result. The 
Government themselves are undertaking the purchase of 
foodstuffs, but raw materials and other goods are to he 
negotiated as far as possible by industrial syndicates, to be 
controlled and guaranteed by the Government. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The new Republic will probably have a population of some 
12,000.000, and will contain the greater part of the tmdus- 
tries of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire, the proportion 
being approximately as follows :— 


Per cent. 
Ee eT ee TE ea aT 92 
NE ORE... .sbessecsacwccebensiaes 46 
ER re eeee erne eee 80 to 90 
ESS SOPOT TT OTE PE 60 
OR © cnsscessesasecedciabaonts 43 
NEON. .. ... sna sduucedevasenmnanosens 87 
GED havisiesrnissssciemeenats 84 


WEIGHTS AND MFASURES. 


The metric system of weights and measures is in use 
throughout the country. At present the Austrian coinage 
(krone) is still being used, but it is intended as soon as 
possible to establish a new coinage in agreement with the 
Latin Union, when the unit will be an equivalent of the 
franc. 

Financia, REFoRMsS. 


The Minister of Finance is carrying out radical reforms 
to put the finances of the country on a sound basis. As 
a first step the Austrian notes in the Republic (about 7,000 
million krone) have been nationalised by the affixing of a 
stamp, and 50 per cent. of the amount has been withdrawn 
from circulation for a time. This measure has already 
favourably affected the foreign exchange. The rate in 
Switzerland for 100 krone (Czecho-Slovak), which was at 
fres. 23°50 early this year, has now risen to fres. 29°50, and 
there are good prospects of further gradual recovery. 


TRAVELLING CONDITIONS. 


Travelling conditions from London to Prague are still 
somewhat difficult. The route is via Paris-Switzerland- 
Buchs-Linz to Prague. Good trains are available from Paris 
as far as Buchs, and from Linz to Prague, but the service 
from Buchs to Linz (through the Tyrol), is still rather 
irregular. 

PASSPORTS. | 

Passports must receive the French, Swiss and Czecho- 
Slovak visas in London. The Austrian visa is also necessary, 
and can be obtained from the Austrian Legation at Sulgen- 
weg, Berne. 








DENMARK, 
AMERICAN TRADE COMPETITION. 
American official missions have been very active 


in Denmark since the Armistice, and the far-reaching efforts 
of American business men, whether with or without official 
help, to capture Danish trade has become a common subject 
of general conversation among the Danes. It is said that 
in the Baltic countries, with a highly disadvantageous ex- 
change or practically no currency, Americans are taking up 
mortgages on the best available securities—chiefly real 
property—and opening a dollar credit, with the result that 
practically only dollar-priced goods will be saleable in the 
lands in question. The Americans have been disposing of 
their surplus war stocks to countries depleted of every kind 
of manufactured goods at prices higher than could be 
obtained under normal conditions. The unpreparedness of 
other nations who suffered more than America in the war 
renders this policy comparatively easy of fulfilment. 

The American banker supplies the money and makes the 
banking profit, whilst the American shipowner contemplates 
reaping the transport profits on forwarding the goods. By 
furnishing the depleted Scandinavian markets with their 
most urgent needs, the Americans hope, having obtained the 
commercial connections and organised banking and trans- 
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port facilities, to find a market for an intensive manufac- 
turing activity in the future. They may have some losses. 
but the demand in Scandinavia and the Baltic countries is 
at present so great that they expect to make a profit for 
some time to come, whatever may happen eventually, 

Circumstanced as Great Britain is, she could hardly be 
expected to compete with a business enterprise conceived 
on the present scale and run by a nation of 120,000,000; but 
some things might be done to assure herself of a fair share 
of Scandinavian trade. It might be found possible for 
British bankers to gain some of the best securities in the 
Baltic States before the Americans absorb all that is worth 
having. The amount of sterling credit that could be opened 
(against first-class securities) would only be a part of the 
sum the country could afterwards spend on British goods. 
The people in the Scandinavian countries have a predilec- 
tion for better-class British goods, particularly woollens and 
men’s fashions, and as long as they have the means of pay- 
ing for them and we can deliver as quickly as competitors, 
we need have no fears in such lines, 

CAPTURING THE MARKET. 

The Americans are making Copenhagen the base of their 
activities in neighbouring lands; their operations in Den- 
mark itself are carried on in a style to suit the conditions 
of the country and differ from their methods in the Baltic 
countries. American business men flood the hotels, and are 
said to be buying up or renting all suitable property for 
offices or depots, so as to ‘have their representatives and 
goods on the spot should Copenhagen become the entrepdét 
port of the Baltic. Denmark has at present great purchas- 
ing power, of which the Americans are taking full advantage. 

American goods are coming in as quickly as possible, an 
8,000-ton boat arriving every two to three weeks, besides 
a number of smaller vessels (six American shipping com- 
panies are advertising early sailings to Copenhagen) with 
the result that the depots are full and the harbour is 
becoming badly congested. Vessels are tying at anchor for 
eight days.or more before they can be allotted a berth. 
Finnish relief ships are being sent direct to Finland instead 
of their cargoes being transhipped here as was intended. 
The Americans desire to have their goods on the spot both 
for the local markets and for distribution to Germany and 
the Baltic States as soon as conditions are favourable, but 
it is possible the harbour congestion may force them to 
modify their dispositions. | 

Although the Americans have secured an initial advantage 
the United Kingdom should have no very difficult task to 
meet American competition in many branches. In cotton 
and silk stockings America holds the market, whilst her 
carpets are as good and cheap as the British. In the autumn 
of last year, and for the first three months of the present 
year, the Americans got ahead in delivery, and owing to 
the great demand any and every kind of goods filled large 
orders that would otherwise have gone to Great Britain. 
As an example, one Danish merchant cited shirts paid for 
and lying two years in England, which only arrived after 
the American shirts, with the result that in his spring sale 
he was only able to sell cheap American goods. English 
collars were unobtainable till lately, but as delivery is now 
improving the prospects for British traders are becoming 
brighter. It is essential that Great Britain should ship 
over as rapidly as possible the goods which the Danes 
urgently need or would prefer to buy from us. 

Meta TRADES. 

One of the leading men in the metal trade has supplied 
the following information : — 

Copper.—Americans by selling during the war for later 
delivery got the start of England. America books orders 
for any quantities at 17 cents per Ib. 

Tron and Steel.—Americans are said to have sold Denmark 
her requirements for two years to come; these goods are 
now arriving. The price of British steel bars works out at 
50 ore per kilo c.i.f., and the American at 34 ore; British 
plates 65 ore per kilo c.i.f., American 50 ore; British steel 
rails 60 ore per kilo c.i.f., and the American 32 ore. 

Tinplates.—American c.i.f. prices about 20 per cent. 
cheaper than the British, which tempts purchasers to whom 
price is more important than quality or finish. 

The same merchant stated that if British producers con- 
tinue to quote ‘‘subject to increase for higher wages and 
raw materials,’’ Great Britain cannot hold her own against 
America in metals. Five or six American organisations sen« 
price-lists every week to Danish merchants and consumers, 
with no reservation on the price, part of order to be 
delivered within one month of receipt, and a fixed percentage 
of the remainder every following month. 


TEXTILES. 

It would appear that in better-class textiles and men’s 
fashions Great Britain can count on a good turnover in the 
Danish market, but in metals and metal goods, as well as 
all manufactured articles which the States can produce on 
a greater scale than Britain, we shall probably have uphill 
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work to hold the market. With regard to the actual busines 
turnover, the Americans are possibly obtaining for the time 
being a larger percentage of the Danish purchasing powe 
than Great Britain. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 











MANILA, 

The following developments have taken place during 
February and March :— 

THe Natronat IRon CoMPANY AND THE NATIONAL CEMENT 

ComMPANY. 

The Legislature has created the National Iron Company 
and the National Cement Company, each with a capital of 
£500,000, to develop the local resources in iron and cement, 
[It is to be noted that a Japanese company (Kuhara 
interests) has purchased from deposits near Mambulio. 
Ambos Camarines, and the first shipment of 3,000 tons left 
for Japan in February. It is reported to be a very superior 
grade of hematic ore. 

AMENDMENT TO INSURANCE ACT. 

The Insurance Act requiring foreign companies to deposit 
Philippine Securities with the Insurance Commissioner has 
been amended by postponing the date of deposit until Ist 
January, 1920. 

BUSINESS. 

The hemp and coconut-oil markets continue stagnant. There 
is some movement in tobacco, and the new sugar crop is now 
being shipped. 

The business situation has been further complicated by 
the difficulty in obtaining exchange on the United States. 
On account of speculative advances on hemp and coconut- 
oil shipments, and the payment of Liberty Loans in the 
United States, the Philippine National Bank used up all its 
available funds in the United States of America and found 
itself unable to grant further drafts. 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY. 

There is nothing new to report on the subject of the 
National Development Company. A few purchases are re- 
ported to have been made, but there is litle information 
available The Bank hemp and coconut-oil stocks are still 
unsold, and local stocks of hemp and oil are increasing. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


BOLIVIA. 
TRADE OF COCHABAMBA IN 1918. 


The Department of Cochabamba, with a population of 
about 350,000, comprises several fairly large towns in the 
fertile valleys on the roads to Santa Cruz, and to Oruro, all 
of which trade with the town of Cochabamba, the capital 
of the Department. The industry is mainly agriculture, 
although in the ‘Cordillera’? range of mountains to the 
north-west of the town, in the direction of Oruro, there are 
some important tin and wolfram mines which have been 
worked for several years, and others which are in the initial 
process of development, but which show signs of turning oul 
well in the future. i 

The capital of the department is situated about 8,450 feet 
above sea-level, and although the climate is mild and 
healthy, the total lack of any drainage system causes a very 
high death-rate. The Government has authorised a loan of 
Bs. 1,000,000 (£80,000) to be raised for the purpose of lay- 
ing down a complete drainage system in Cochabamba. The 
work will be started shortly and, when completed, the town 
should be much more healthy. 

AGRICULTURE. 

There are immense fertile regions in the Sacaba and 
Cliza Valleys, and in Valle Grande, which, if properly cul- 
tivated, could supply sufficient grain, etc., for the consump- 
tion of the whole of Bolivia. The cultivation of the land is 
not, however, at present carried on in a very scientific 
manner, and the farmers use Indian labour. No machinery 
is used, and the iron plough is only just beginning to be 
employed ; in most parts the antiquated wooden one, made 
by the Indians and drawn by oxen, is still used. 

The Department produces maize, wheat, barley, oats, 
beans, potatoes, chenopodium, quinoa, a little coffee, all sorts 
of vegetables, alfalfa, and an abundance of fruits. The 
yungas of Cochabamba produce tobacco, cocoa, matico, 
cinchona bark, and sugar cane; the last-named is much 
used for making alcohol. All these products, except matico, 
which is sent in small quantities to the coast, and cinchona 
bark, which is sent to Europe, are consumed in the country, 
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as the existing high prices and the considerable freight 
rates make it impossible to compete witl: the lower prices 
of similar products in the neighbouring countries. There 
are no statistics available of the actual amount of these 
products produced, but it is stated that most of the farms 
have almost doubled their production since the Bolivian 
Railway was opened, and it is certain that large quantities 
of produce have been sent to Oruro and La Paz during the 
year 1918, and prices have risen considerably in Cochabamba. 


MINING. 

Tin ore is exported from the Berenguela mining district 
in the province of Arque, and during 1918 about 600 tons 
of tin ore was produced. It is expected that this industry 
will have a great future, as this district contains several rich 
mines still unexploited. In the Kami mining district 
there are several rich wolfram mines, which produced con- 
siderable quantities of ore when wolfram was at a high price, 
but most of which stopped working during 1918 since the 
fall in price of that metal. There are also several silver 
mines, but none of them are being worked. Gold is also 
found in the Choquicamata district, and large quantities are 
said to have been taken out in previous years, but none of 
ihe mines are being worked now. 

Imports. 

Although no reliable statistics exist, the total imports of 
the Department are calculated at about £750,000. For the 
purpose of comparison this figure may be roughly divided 
as follows :— 

£ £ 


EE: xéncanseasenns 330,000 Building materials .. 5,000 
Provisions ...... ..... 285,000 Miscellaneous _...... 4,600 
Iron and steel ...... SOMO «EERE oo ccvecccesenes 4,200 
ED su: eeniiconnmiians a renrrrnrreeren 4,000 
Chemicals _........... 15,000 Machinery .......... 4,000 
Sporting requisites SS fi eer 3,000 
, eerse 6,000 Furniture ........... 3,000 
Electrical machinery 5,600 Watches ........... 2,000 


Available statistics do not state the country of origin or 
the goods represented by the figures, but it is certain that 
a great many more have come from the United States than 
will probably be the case in normal times, owing to the diffi- 
culty of sending goods from the United Kingdom during the 
war, In spite of the abnormal conditions existing during 
the war, British trade in Cochabamba has greatly improved, 
but much work is required to be done yet—by establishing 
British business houses or agencies, by sending out 
travellers, by carefully-prepared catalogues written in 
Spanish, by advertisements in the local newspapers, and by 
all kinds of propaganda—before it obtains that firm hold 
which the Germans had before the war. 


Exports. 

The foreign export trade from this Department has been 
so far very small, and there does not seem to be much 
prospect of increasing it, owing to the difficult conditions of 
transport, labour, etc. Cinchona bark was exported to 
Germany before the war, and in small quantities to the 
United Kingdom, France, and the United States during the 
war, but although there are large forests of trees from which 
the bark is taken, it is not possible to obtain much more 
than 2,000 quintals per annum at present on account of the 
difficulties of labour and transport. Wool was exported 
during the war, when the price was high, but it is difficult 
to say with any certainty how much could be obtained per 
annum under normal conditions. Local buyers in the Cliza 
Valley use it to make rough native cloth. It might be 
possible to obtain 10,000 quintals per annum. Hides were 
exported before the war in small quantities to Havre, 
Rotterdam, and Hamburg, but most of the production, 
about 10,000 per annum, is tanned and used in bootmaking 
and saddlery in the Department. The most important export 
is the tin ore from the Berenguela district, which sent about 
600 tons of ore to the United Kingdom in 1918. 


Pusiic Works. 

The construction of the railway line between Oruro and 
Cochabamba, by the Bolivian Railway Company, was 
completed, and the line formally opened in July, 
1917. Before this line was opened everything had to be 
brought into Cochabamba on the backs of mules or donkeys, 
and sometimes in carts, so that now transport between Oruro 
and Cochabamba is very much quicker and cheaper. Freight 
rates are not yet so cheap as they will be later on, as the line 
has not yet been handed over entirely to traffic. There is, 
at present, a service of two passenger and two freight trains 
per week, 

The Government is considering an offer by an English 
syndicate for the construction of a road from Cochabamba 
to Santa Cruz, and the inauguration of a motor service, and 
Government engineers are now surveying the land. It is 
proposed. to construct this road as quickly as possible, so as to 
open up the rich agricultural districts between Cochabamba 
and Santa Cruz. Only a very small amount of the products 
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of that district come through to Cochabamba, owing to the 
difficulty of transport. After the road has been finished the 
Government hope to construct a railway line from Cocha- 
bamba to Santa Cruz, and when this is completed Cocha- 
bamba will become a very important centre. 

The Electric Light and Power Company have now completed 
lines running to Vinto, a distance of about 17 kilometres, 
and to Arani in the Cliza Valley, a distance of about 60 kilo- 
metres, and also an electric tram service from the station 
to the public market and the Bolivian Railway Station, and 
to Cala Cala, a village on the other side of the River Rocha. 
The Cochabamba-Vinto line, which has light rails and rolling 
stock, and is worked by electricity, runs through Quiilacollo, 
a small town of about 10,000 inhabitants, but an important 
market centre. The Cochabamba-Arani line, which is worked 
by steam, although it is proposed to electrify it on account 
of the high price of fuel, runs through the towns of Tarata, 
Cliza, and Punata, all of which are important markets for 
the agricultural products of the district. 

OVERSEAS CoMMERCE. 

If proper measures are taken to get into touch with the 
reliable importing firms in the Department, a valuable 
market will be opened up for British goods of all kinds. 
Before the war commerce was almost entirely in the hands 
of the Germans, who had many large business houses in the 
town, with branches in Santa Cruz and El Beni, whilst there 
was no British business house or, indeed, any other foreign 
house of importance, in Cochabamba. 

The business done by the banks in Cochabamba is con- 
fined chiefiy to lending money on first mortgages on the 
farms and houses, and they give no facilities, at present, 
to the exporter. It would be to the advantage and further- 
ance of British commercial interests in this Department if a 
British bank were established in Bolivia, with a branch, 
if possible, in Cochabamba. The Germans still have banks 
in Oruro and La Paz, and before the war there was a 
branch of the German bank established in Cochabamba which 
gave every facility and aid to the German traders. 


CUBA. 


ECONOMIC PROGRESS DURING 1918. 


According to the Message delivered by the President of 
Cuba to Congress at the opening of the Legislature in April, 
the exterior commerce of Cuba reached the figure in 1918 of 
710,898,306 pesos, not including re-exports. Cuba’s trade in 
1917 reached the figure of 639,418,565 pesos, or 72,681,776 
pesos less than 1918. The following comparative tables give 
the direction of trade, both for last year and the preceding 
year : — 








EXPorts. 














1918. 1917. 

Pesos. Pesos. 
Wnited States of America ...... 293,997,619 257,446,699 
Other American countries ...... 9,428,079 8,445,260 
BE, ‘sdiciadinninncenbencneinenitaeit 6,775,875 13,546,199 
i a al ae 5,696 ,957 11,616,630 
United Kingdom .................. 95,817 ,266 73,563,756 
Other European countries ...... 495,154 1,339,460 
Other countries —...............0066 1,154,301 887 ,506 
 } dielbadiateeileni, 413,325,251 366,845,510 

IMPORTS. 

1918. 1917. 

Pesos. Pesos. 
United States of America ...... 222 262,276 206,353,087 
Other American countries ....... 20,357 ,023 17,920,136 
ED ccdccineiibaeainensiieeiadainensnhinies 10,392,529 15,651,988 
ee 7,044,221 6,289,418 
United Timedomn  .....cceseceessss: 9,154,567 15,377,328 
Other European countries ...... 2,362 338 3,426 338 
Other countries ...............0006 26,149,261 7,004,750 
SDS, apchscnecakdeatewtianany 297 622,215 272,573,055 


Cuba contributed to the Entente Powers no less than 
3,000,000 tons of sugar from the harvest of 1917-18, and 
4,000,000 tons from that of 1918-19. The imports from the 
United States amounted to three-quarters of the total, and 
this is due, not only to its geographical position and war 
conditions, but also to the existence of a special tariff a 
regards that country. 

Despite war conditions the imports of the United Kingdo 
from Cuba amounted to over 95,000,000 pesos, or very 
nearly a quarter of the total Cuban sales abroad. Sugar and 
tobacco were the principal British purchases, 

The Customs receipts for the year produced 37,670,366 
pesos, of which Havana produced over 28,000,000 pesos. This 
is all the more satisfactory when trade conditions, together 
with labour troubles, have considerably hampered the move 
ment of goods at the Port of Havana. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADI —continwed/ 
OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods and to the special regulations governing trade 
with certain countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number and country. Even though 
trade may not at present be possible, it may be worth while 
for British firms to open up communications now with a view 
to future trade.]} 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles : — 

Frames (metal) for Ladies’ Handbags and Purses. 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a position 
to supply are invited to make application for the name of 
the enquirer. 








AUSTRALIA. 
ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR AUSTRALIA. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Office 
of the High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, 
Strand, London, W.C. 2, whence further information may 
be obtained : — 

CUTLERY, ELECTRO-PLATE AND SILVERWARE. 
A member of the Australian Imperial Force with good com- 
mercial experience, shortly returning to Australia, desires 
to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
cutlery, electro-plate, and silverware, with a view to repre- 
senting them in Australia. (Reference No. Com. 36/3/3.) 

HARDWARE, BUILDERS’ REQUISITES, ETC.—An 
Australian merchant at present in this country on aeroplane 
work, and shortly returning, desires to get in touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware, builders’ 
requisites, and other introductory lines. (Reference No. 
Com. 346/9/30.) 

CANNED AND DRIED FRUITS.—A representative of 
the Australian fruit canning industry at present in England 
wishes to get into touch with firms of good standing who are 
in a position to import, deal in, or distribute Australian 
canned and dried fruits, on either a sale or commission basis. 
(Reference No. 256/8/ 22.) 

(Note.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official 
Secretary, Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Infor- 
mation Bureau, at the above address, quoting relative 
reference number. | 








BRITISH INDIA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Calcutta reports the receipt 
of the following enquiry :— 

IRON AND STEEL, COTTON PIECE-GOODS, DYE- 
STUFFS, LEATHER BELTINGS, GENERAL MILL 
STORES.—A _ well-known firm of importers in Calcutta 
desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of iron 
and steel goods, general cotton piece-goods for India, dye- 
stuffs, leather and fabric belting, steel ropes, shuttles, cotton 
and jute bobbins, general mill stores, roller skins. (Reference 
No. 1166.) 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

HARDWARE, PAINTS, VARNISHES, TOBACCO, ETC. 
—H.M. Trade Commissioner in Trinidad states that a firm 
of importers in that Island desire to represent United King- 
dom manufacturers of paints, oils, varnishes, hardware, 
rope, twine and fishing lines, tobacco and cigarettes, 
perambulators, condensed milk, wrapping paper, bicycles, 
and whisky, in the West Indies and Venezuela. The appli- 
cants also desire to get into touch with United Kingdom 
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importers of cocoa, coconuts, and copra, dry hides, balata 
and tonca beans, as they can now arrange shipments. 
(Reference No. 1167.) 


— 





CANADA. 
CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S 
ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further in- 
formation may de obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CURTAIN RODS. POLE 
ENDS, ETC.—A Canadian company, manufacturing a large 
variety of metallic extension rods and pole ends, and also 
a number of nickel household fixtures, invites enquiries from 
United Kingdom buyers. (Reference No. 11511.) 

GROUND WOOD PULP, PAPER, ETC.—An Eastern 
Canadian company in a position to export ground wood pulp 
and sulphite pulp, wrapping paper, including manilla and 
kraft, paper board, etc., is desirous of getting into touch 
with United Kingdom buyers. (Reference No. 11638.) 





NEW ZEALAND. 


HOSIERY, ARTIFICIAL SILK GOODS, UNDER- 
CLOTHING, ETC.—A New Zealand agent now in this 
country desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of hosiery, underclothing, waterproof, cloth- 
ing, mackintoshes, and artificial silk goods, etc., for the 
whole of New Zealand. (Reference No. 1169.) 

MACHINERY, BUILDING MATERIALS, HARDWARE, 
CHEMICALS, MOTOR CARS, AND ACCESSORIES, ETC. 
—A firm of exporters and egents in Christchurch desires to 
obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
machinery for flour milling, wood working, brick making, 
concrete mixing, woollen mills, and for mining (gold and 
coal), building materials, heavy hardware, heavy chemicals, 
motor cars and accessories, rubber goods (mechanical), tyres 
and tubes, for the New Zealand market. A representative 
of the firm is now in this country and is prepared to inter- 
view manufacturers. (Reference No. 1170.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Cape Town reports the 
receipt of the following enquiry :— 

GLYCERINE, FENCING WIRE, BOOTS, HARDWARE 
AND CUTLERY.—A Johannesburg agent claiming to be 
well-known in commercial and mining circles in South 
Africa desires agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of glycerine for manufacturing purposes, fencing wire, 
books, hardware and cutlery. (Reference No. 1171.) 


EUROPE. 


AUSTRIA (Occupied Territory). 

COAL AND SHIPPING AGENT: SERVICES OFFERXD. 
—H.M. Consul-General at Trieste reports that a shipping 
agent established in that town, with a branch office at Genoa, 
desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom coal and 
shipping firms, to act as agent for the sale of coal and as 
steamship agent for shipping firms. (Reference No. 1172.) 











BELGIUM. 

ELECTRICAL MATERIALS FOR GENERATING 
STATIONS.—A consulting electrical engineer in Brussels 
desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of electrical material and accessories for central 
generating stations. (Reference No. 1173.) 

COAL.—An agent in Charleroi desires to obtain agencies 
for United Kingdom collieries. (Reference No. 1174.) 

IRON, STEEL, COAL, CHEMICAL PRODUCTS.—H.M. 
Vice-Consul at Charleroi reports that an agent in that town 
desires to secure appointment as agent for United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters of iron, steel, bronze, coal, fire- 
bricks, chemical products, etc. (Reference No. 1175.) 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Liége reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries: 

WOOLLEN MATERIALS, SERGES, TWEEDS, ETC.— 
An agent at Liége desires to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of woollen and __half-woollen 
materials, serges, gabardines, cheviot tweeds, fancy materials 
for men and women, with a view to purchase. (Reference 
No. 1176.) 

WOOLLEN CLOTH.—An agent at Liége desires to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of cloth 
for men’s and women’s clothing in wool and half-wool, cloth 
for workmen’s clothes, with a view to purchase. (Reference 
No. 1177.) 
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WOOLLEN CLOTHS, BLANKETS, WOOLLEN WASTE. 
—An agent in Liége desires to obtain agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of woollen cloths and camel-hair 
blankets. The applicant also desires to purchase all kinds 
of woollen waste and camel-hair waste. (Reference No. 1178.) 

SHOR CREAM, STOVE POLISH, HOUSEHOLD 
UTENSILS, ETC.—An agent in Liége desires to obtain 
agencies, with depot, for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of brushes, household flannels, chamois leather, sponges, 
stationery goods and confectionery. He also desires to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of shoe 
cream and stove polish in bulk (casks or cans), with a view 
to purchase. (Reference No, 1179.) 

FANCY GOODS, ELASTIC BRACES, ETC.—An agent in 
Antwerp desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom 
manutacturers of fancy goods, cheap elastic braces, elastic 
and metallic expanding armlets, rubber collars, etc. 
(Reference No. 1180.) 

COTTON GOODS, BLANKETS, ETC.—An agent in Liege 
desires to obtain agencies, on a cash basis, tor United King- 
dom manuitacturers of cotton goods, such as house flannels, 
blankets and flour sacks, (Reference No. 1181.) 

CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS, 
RUBBER, ETC.—A firm of agents in Liége desire to obtain 
agencies tor United Kingdom manufacturers of chemical 
and pharmaceutical products, drugs, cte., and rubber. 
(Reference No. 1182.) 

ALIMENTARY PRODUCTS.—A comniission agent in 
Liége desires to obtain agencies tor United Kingdom manu- 
facturers ot alimentary products, biscuits, and other high- 
class articles. (Reference No. 1183.) 

LEATHER GOODS, STATIONERY, ETC.—An agent in 
Liege desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of leather goods, office furniture and requisites, 
stationery, tountain pens, perfumes, etc. (Reference No. 
1184.) 

WOOL AND COTTON.—An agent in Verviers desires to 
obtain agencies, with depot, for United Kingdom wool or 
cotton merchants. (Reference No. 1185.) 

WATERPROOF GARMENTS.—An agent in Liége desires 
to obtain agencies, with depot, on a cash basis, for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of waterproof garments. (Reference 
No. 1186.) 

STEEL.—An agent in Liége desires to obtain agencies 
for United Kingdom manufacturers of steel, cast steel, high- 
speed steel, forged steel, cast steel wire and strips, steel in 





bars of all sizes, square and rectangular. (Reference No. 
1187.) 
GREECE. 


DRESS AND UPHOLSTERY MATERIALS, HOUSE 
KITTINGS, OFFICE FURNITURE, ETC.—H.M. Vice- 
Consul at Mitylene-Chios reports that a commission agent 
in Mitylene desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom 
manutacturers of dress and upholstery materials (medium 
and cheap qualities), lace, house fittings of all kinds (locks, 
keys, bolts, nails, etc.), paints, fertilisers, sacks and sacking, 
letter files and office requisites, perfumes, pharmaceutical 
products, plate glass, window glass, rope, etc. (Reference 
No, 1188.) 

LITHO PRINTING MACHINERY, STATIONERY, 
FANCY GOODS, ETC.—H.M. Consul at Syra states that a 
paper manufacturer in that island desires to get into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of lithographic 
machinery, machinery for the manufacture of envelopes, 
account books, exercise books, cardboard boxes, etc., in order 
to purchase machines, accessories, and materials for the 
above work. He also wishes to import the following goods : — 
Stationery in general, scents, toys, fancy goods, plated 
goods, brushes, boot polish, bazaar goods, combs, silver- 
ware, fancy pottery and _ glassware, mercery, bonbons, 
chocolates, biscuits. (Reference No. 1189.) 





ROUMANIA. 
TINPLATES, CHEMICALS, TEXTILES, ETC.—H.M. 


Vice-Consul at Galatz reports that an agent in that town 
desires to obtain agencies, on a commission and consignment 
basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers of tinplates, 
terneplates, blackplates, iron tubes, lead pipes, files and 
rasps, tools and general hardware, sulphate of copper, caustic 
soda, beef tallow, general chemicals, binder twine, sacks, 
bags, jute goods, textile cotton goods, twills of every kind, 
varns, linoleum, ete. (Reference No. 1190.) 





SCANDINAVIA. 

MOTOR CYCLES.—H.M. Commercial Secretary at Copen- 
hagen states that a firm of agents with extensive connec- 
tions, in that town, desires to obtain agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of motor cycles. (Reference 
No. 1191.) 














IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —centinuwed. 





[RON PIPES, HEATING APPARATUS, IRON AND 
STEEL GOODS.—A firm of wholesale dealers in hardware 
and sanitary fittings in Bergen desire to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cast-iron soil pipes, heavy 
cast-iron pipes for water works, wrought-iron pipes for gas, 
water and steam, sprinkler systems, heating apparatus, and 
iron and steel goods in general, with a view to representing 
them in the whole of Norway. (Reference No. 1192.) 





SPAIN. 

TUBES FOR BORING, WATER PIPING, STEAM 
PIPING.—The Acting British Consul at Malaga reports that 
a firm in that town desire to purchase tubes for boring pur- 
poses, water and steam piping in general, from United King- 
dom manufacturers. Correspondence in Spanish only. 
(Reference No. 1193.) 

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA, NITRATE OF SODA.—A 
commission agent in Vakencia desires to obtain agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of sulphate of ammonia 
and nitrate of soda, (Reference No. 1194.) 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries : — 

TARPAULINS, TANNING BARK, INDIGO BLUE, 
METALLIC FILAMENT, COAL, QUININE, ETC.—A firm 
of agents at Madrid desire to get into touch with United 
Aingdom manufacturers of tarpaulins, in the piece and 
ready-made, for railway use, with a view to becoming their 
ugents in Spain. The applicants are also prepared to accept 
agencies, on commission, for tanning bark, wood and roots, 
indigo blue and cochineal, quinine, Cardiff coal, and metallic 
filament for electric lamps. (Reference No. 1195.) 

SPUN THREADS.—An agent in Barcelona desires to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of spun 
threads of silk, cotton, flax, ete., including ‘‘jumel,’’ with 
a view to representing them in Spain. (Reference No. 1196.) 

ALIMENTARY PRODUCTS, CHEMICALS, DRUGS, 
ETC.—An agent in San Sebastian desires to obtain selling 
agencies jor United Kingdom manufacturers of alimentary 
products, chemical products (such as dyes, pharmaceutical 
goods), perfumes, paints and varnishes, drugs, ete. 


(Reference No. 1197.) 





SWITZERLAND. 


MEN’S WEAR, SHIRTS, HATS.—A firm of gentlemen’s 
outfitters at Bienne, doing a wholesale and retail trade, wish 
to secure the representation for Switzerland for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of high-class men’s wear, shirts, 
and hats. (Reference No. 1198.) 





AFRICA. 





MOROCCO. 

SHOKL CREAM, RUBBER HEELS AND SOLES, ETC.— 
H.M. Consul at Casablanca reports that an agent in that 
town desires to obtain agencies, on a commission basis, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of shoe cream, rubber heels 
and soles, etc. (Reference No. 1199.) 

FOODSTUFFS, CONFECTIONERY, COTTON GOODS, 
PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS.—An agent in Casa- 
blanca desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
iueturers of preserved and canned goods, and in general all 
foodstuffs, biscuits, candles and soap, sugar and confec- 
tionery, cotton goods and all articles for chemists and 
druggists. He also desires to get into touch with United 
Kingdom importers with a view to exporting Moroccan 
products. (Reference No, 1200.) 





TUNIS. 
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINERY. 


—A British agent at Tunis desires to obtain agencies, on a 
commission basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers of all 
manufactured articles, mainly agricultural implements and 
machinery (tractors, etc.). (Reference No. 1201.) 





LATIN AMERICA, 





BRAZIL. 

BELTING, PAINTS, LINOLEUM, CHEMICALS, ETC. 
—A commission agent in Rio de Janeiro, a British subject, 
with several years’ commercial experience in Brazil, at 
present in this country, desires to obtain agencies for the 
following lines :—Asbestos packing, rubber goods and water- 
proofs, linoleums and carpets, leather and balata beltings, 
paints and enamels, chemicals and drugs, mill and paper- 
making machinery. (Reference No. 1202.) 


_ 
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Textiles. 


PERU. 


PROGRESS OF COTTON CULTIVATION AT 
IQUITOS. 








Iquitos. 

Increasing interest is being shown in the cultivation of 
cotton in this district, and the quality being produced 
generally is good. Had it not been for the exceptionally 
high river, which flooded a great part of the plantations, the 
production for 1918 would have reached 1,000 tons. As it is, 
the quantity was about 350 to 600 tons of ginned cotton, of 
which only 57 tons were shipped during the year, and those 
to the United Kingdom. 

Crop prospects for the next season are good, as a large 
additional area has been brought under cultivation, and 
with a better supply of tonnage probable—together 
with the expected arrival of heavier baling presses 
which will produce the standard American bale—should 
prove a remunerative trade, and an excellent second string 
to the rubber trade. 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
-MANILA HEMP PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS. 
The quantity of manila hemp produced in the Philippine 
Islands during the calendar year 1918 showed an increase of 
7,801 tons, or about 5 per cent. In regard to quality, how- 
ever, the results of the year were not so favourable, only 38 
per cent. of the total yield falling within the well-cleaned 
grades (A to H), against 51 per cent. in 1917. According to 
statistics compiled by the United States Bureau of Insular 
Affairs, War Department, the production of fibre (given in 
long tons), bv grades, was as follows for the past two 


calendar vears :— 











1917. 1918. 

Tons. Tons. 

eee 1,117 1,105 
EE ONTO Ee 2.543 1,260 
C. Superior current .............. 6,26: 2,203 
ne ee 9 558 5,046 
I iivincaueninsenieekiexeeess 17,883 11,582 
S-1. Streaky eee ree 1,958 1,660 
S-2. Streaky eee 4.552 4 681 
S-3. Streaky No.3 ............... 3,136 2,981 
it enc nandutihion 26,413 23 364 
rT rar 5,127 6,167 
I i alae ntti trannies 2 882 3,888 
lea 18,276 23.674 
Re ee eee ee 20,018 48,484 
EE TRIE ATE OEE TD 7.288 13,274 
SOE ET ESTE 14,006 9,725 
M. Coarse brown .................. 5,402 3,528 
i is cen esses 5,906 890 
DM. Daet coarse brown ......... 3,100 363 
0-00-Y-T. Other grades ........ 3,501 2.855 
a SO ae 158,929 166,730 


Montuty PropuctTion anp Export. 
Fluctuations during 1918 in the monthly export movement 
of hemp as compared with production under Government 
price-fixing are shown by the following table : — 


Production. Exports. 

Months. Tons. Tons. 
SE aivcsenccciansess 11,403 19,193 
EE siscvnssncens 11,796 14,424 
EE -delenounwonbainies 12.420 8 840 
PE ssnscanee eveadea 17,002 8,150 
0 ee eee ee 17,551 10,241 
) dukshalavaneninen 16,320 9,358 
SEE. csvncssuguaneunaphea 13,591 22,960 
August —.............4. 13,851 17,439 
September ............ 11,493 15,834 
rors ners 13,139 15,314 
November _............ 14,028 12,313 
ee, ree 14,136 12,520 

eee 166,730 166,586 


The amount of well-cleaned fibre (grades A to H) produced 
in 1917 and 1918 was as follows :— 

















Jan.-June. July-Dec. 

1917. 1918. 1917. 1918. 

Grades. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Well-cleaned fibre 36.406 39,102 45,025 24,835 

Other grades ...... 42.114 47,390 35,384 55,403 

DE sicicunkeneee 78,520 86,492 80,409 80,238 
Percentage of 

well-cleaned ... .. -46 *45 56 ‘31 


TEXTILES —continued. 





SUIPMENTS 10 PRINCIPAL CoUNTRIES. 
The table given below shows the quantity and value of the 
hemp exported in 1918 to the United States, the United 
Kingdom, and Japan :— 


Grades. United States United Kingdom. Japan. 
Tons, Dols. ‘Tons. Dols. Tons. Dols. 

A. Extra prime ....... 47 26,946 1 441 1,144 936,128 
2. eee 168 90,759 36 18,4385 1,140 peer 
C. Superior Current ... 861 404,664 319 159,622 1,298 814,104 
PD. Good current .. 9,283 2,400,162 773 363,434 795 419,129 
Be. BERRY  caccsccccrseses 13,040 5,556,207 2,529 1,130,301 492 196,350 
S—1. Streaky No.1... = 1.335 532,865 131 55,045 43 15,978 
S—2. Streaky No. 2... 2,798 1,088,406 1,357 476,346 731 267,742 
S—3. Streaky No. 3... 1,520 515,714 G88 312,606 564 180.935 
nn §«>«>_ :<tavdnsoions 22,645 9,211,342 2,689 1,188,925 165 64,845 
G. Seconds ............. 1.944 605,742 2,704 845,079 171 52,120 
eae 1,021 296,572 2,408 689,817 y 2.85 
A. HOGG Taber  cccccse- 21,330 7,934,291 940 372,077 9 3,110 

agree 10,965 3,459,853 28,145 8,483,672 1,124 351,307 
K. Medium ............. 848 293.453 9,721 2,454,616 337 &2 629 
Seen 1305 317,992 5,976 1,449,472 1.115 267,408 
M. Coarse brown 1 189 2,789 508,112 150 25,442 
DL. Daet coarse ...... 57 10,603 512 89,832 238 30.687 
DM. Daet coarse 

8 iii 59 7,867 315 44,653 169 16,488 
O0O—O00O0—Y—T. Other 

MEE: icdnnue pecnaecaca 237 as },673 41 11.700 3,104 42,208 

Tota! a 39,7 7 34. 1901 62.734 18 644, 185 12,728 5,020,029 


_--—- -- —_——_—_— —— — ——__ _—_ — —_—— a a 


Hemp tor Tagal braid was first uments reported in 1918 
and is included under grades A, B, C, D, and E. This 
supericr fibre finds its chief market in Japan, shipments to 
that country amounting to 4,077 long tons out of the total 
export of 4,329 tons for the year. Average export prices 
were materially higher than those of the corresponding 
cordage fibre grades. 





SWITZERLAND. 
SILK INDUSTRY IN ZURICH AND BASLE. 


According to reports received from reliable sources, the 
silk industry in Switzerland is in a precarious state. This is 
particularly the case with regard to the silk textile trade 
in the district of Zurich and the silk ribbon trade of Basle. 
These two trades combined form the principal and most 
unportant industry in Switzerland. They employ in normal 
times about 45,000 hands, with 15,000 looms, and deal with 
over 2,000,000 kilogrammes of silk imported from France, 
Italy, and Japan. Almost the whole of the produce of the 
Swiss silk industry is exported. Approximately 70 per cent. 
of the silk goods manufactured at Zurich were formerly 
exported to the United Kingdom. There are no statistics 
available regarding the exact amount of silk stocks held, 
but they are stated to run up to from £5,000,000 to 
£6,000,000 at the present moment. Mills have been obliged 
to reduce their output, and the number of looms actually 
running 's stated to be only about 75 per cent. of the number 
working in normal times, and it is anticipated that there will 
soon have to be a further reduction to 50 per cent. 

A general accumulation of raw material has resulted from 
the reduced exports. It is estimated that on 230th June, 
1918, there were stocks of silk thread in Switzerland amount- 
ing to 250,000 kilogrammes. At the end of last December 
this figure is stated to have increased to 775,000 kilogrammes. 
The alleviation in the restrictions which took effect on the 
Ist March, 1919, permitting silk imports into England to 
the extent of 50 per cent. of the value in francs imported 
in 1916 does not appear to have given the general satisfac- 
tion which was anticipated 

With regard to the Basie silk ribbon industry, the relaxa- 
tion in the restrictions has come as a great relief to the 
industry. In 1913 the Basle industry produced 7,000 cwt. 
of silk ribbon valued at 42,063,000 francs, of which over 
half (4,098 ewt.), valued at 23,930,000 francs, were exported 
to the United Kingdom. In 1916 these exports rose to 10, 000 
cewt., valued at 73,114,000 francs, of which 7,226 cwt., valued 
at 48,632,000 francs were exported to Great Britain. 

Switzerland’s share in the imports of silk goods into the 
United Kingdom has been comparatively small during the 
latter part of the war. During the first eleven months of 
1918 Great Britain imported from all sources 86,800,000 
yards of silk goods, to the value of £12,500,000, as against 
65,700,000 yards, to the value of £7,700,000, during the 
same period of 1917. Switzerland’s share in these imports 
decreased from 6,800,000 vards in 1917 to 3,400,000 yards in 
1918. At the same time the Swiss point out that the imports 
of silks into the United Kingdom from Japan and Italy, and 
of silk mixtures from France have greatly increased. 

The Swiss have been compelled to reduce their output, 
and some mills have been forced to work short hours or even 
close down. The Swiss Government has recognised the 
seriousness of the crisis; in cases where the mills have to be 
closed down the workmen receive two-thirds of their wages, 





half of which amount is paid by the mill owner and half by 


the Federal Government. 
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Chemicals and Oils. 


MEXICO. 
THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY 


According to an article in a recent issue of “El Econo- 








mista,’’ the figures relating to the production of petroleum 
in Mexico during the vears 1917 and 1918 are as follows :— 


EXPORTATION OF O11 In 1918. 
Valued at 








Tons. Mex. Dols. 

through Tampico ...... 5,271,013 100,725,081 
Tuxpam ...... 2,256,347 32,607,818 

- Pto. Mexico 149,554 7,171,023 
other ports ... 364 53,631 

Total weight ........ 7,677,278 140,557 ,553 








From the total amount the Government received the sum 
9-10 per cent. 
But in order to show the increased yield of 1918, the cor- 


_ 


of 11,120,398 dols., which is equivalent to 7 


responding figures for 1917 are given: — 








EXxpPorTATION oF O11 IN 1917. 
Valued at 
Tons. Mex. Dols. 
Through: Tampico ...... 4,783,267 04,889 273 
Tuxpam ..... 1,427,118 12,929,579 
a Pto. Mexico .. 207 713 5,734,453 
” other ports ... 7,938 122,822 
Total weight ........ 6,426,036 53,676,127 








The taxes collected by the Government were 6,854,537 


dols., which is equivalent to 12.8 per cent. The exporta- 
tion in 1918 only exceeded that of the preceding year by 
1,251,242 tons, 
value of petroleum, the companies received almost three 
From 1917 to 1918 


the profit of the companies were considerably increased, and 


but owing to the constant increase in 
times the sum received during 1917. 


in spite of ‘this the Government reduced the taxes from 12°8 
per cent. to 7°9 per cent. in 1918. 

From the total amount exported in 1918, 69.9 per cent. 
Ot the latter, the 
Huasteca Petroleum 


refined oil. 
greater part was exported by the 
1,108,942 tons; the 


de Petroleo ‘‘El Aguila’? coming next 


was crude oil, and 30.1 


Compania Mexicana 
with 577,593 tons. 


Company with 


REPORTED DISCOVERY OF A NEW ALKALOID. 
The chemists of the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, in conjunction with the Bureau of Plant Industry, 
claim to have extracted a new alkaloid from the plant called 
in Mexico ‘‘Gobernadora,’’ the Covillea tridentata of 
botanists, which grows in the semi-arid districts of Mexico, 
New Mexico, etc. The odorous characteristics and medical 
properties of this plant have long been known to natives 
and explorers, but it is only just recently that the presence 
of a new alkaloid has been recognised. The possibilities 
of this alkaloid in chemical and pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions are now being ascertained. 

‘‘Gobernadora”’ is a shrub which grows in vast quantities 
in the States of Zacatecas, San Luis Potosi, Coahuila, and 
Durango, a little north of the Tropic of Cancer, in about 
the same zone as guayule is cultivated. It grows to a height 
of from one to one-and-a-half metres. It is estimated that a 
million tons of ashes, rich in potash, can be produced yearly 
trom the green shrub now growing. It takes about one year 
tor the plant to develop from same roots after cutting. The 
leaves smell of iodoform. 

It is stated that in 1912 two German chemists obtained 
permission to make experiments on one of the haciendas 
situated in the States of Zacatecas and San Luis Potosi. 
Permission was granted on the understanding that they 
would furnish an exact report of their findings. The 
chemists made extensive experiments and disappeared with- 
out furnishing the report. Investigations indicate that 
after experimenting with several plants and shrubs they 
burned ‘‘Gobernadora’’ and apparently found satisfactory 
results in the ashes of this plant, as they departed 
immediately. 
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The Central European 
Powers. 





GERMANY. 


PEACE TERMS. 
EFFECTS OF TERRITORLAL LOSSES. 
The Berliner Tageblatt summarises as follows the economic 


effects of the surrenders of territory required by the Peace 
Terms : — 





AGRICULTURAL LOSSES. 





Grain, foots and Pulse.—Exact figures are available for 
the provinces of Posen and West Prussia. Both districts 
had a surplus supply of agricultural products which were 
available tor other districts of Germany. According to the 
last census, the population of the two provinces was 4:06 
millions, or some 6 per cent. of the total population of the 
Mmpire. But their yield in agricultural produce represented 
a proportionately greater share of the total German produc- 
tion. Thus, for wheat it was 7:3 per cent., for rye 16°5 per 
cent., tor barley 13°3 per cent., for oats 7°7 per cent., for 
potatoes 15°6 per cent., for sugar-beet 19 per cent., for pulse 
20:2 per cent., for summer straw 9:3 per cent., for winter 
straw 13-7 per cent., and for hay 7:4 per cent. East Prussia, 
too, which may, if the plebiscite goes against Germany, lose 
certain districts, was a surplus-yielding area. The province 
as a whole produced 5°69 per cent. of the total German pro- 
duction of bread grain. To these losses must be added Upper 
Silesia, Alsace-Lorraine, and in certain eventualities Slesvig, 
which were either amply self-supporting, or in parts surplus- 
vielding areas. Taking the lost territories as a whole, the 
German Agricultural Council calculates that not less than 
one-quarter of the German production of bread grain and 
potatoes will be lost, while the diminution of population will 
only represent 10 per cent., or a little over, of the total 
population. 

Catiie._The provinces of Posen and West Prussia, with 
a population representing 6 per cent. of the Empire, possess 
a stock of horses equal to 126 per cent. of the total German 
stock ; while their stock of milch cows represents 8 per cent., 
of calves under three months 6:6 per cent., of pigs 9°3 per 
cent., of sheep 11-7 per cent., and of poultry 8-1 per cent. 
of the respective German stocks. East Prussia and Slesvig 
are also surplus-yielding districts for meat and milk. 
Reckoned in terms of calories, Posen and West Prussia can 
supply 5:4 million persons with a daily ration on a pre-war 
scale of 2,550 calories, whereas their population is only 4°06 
million. Separation of these provinces therefore means that 
food (bread grain, potatoes, sugar, butter, and meat) must 
be bought from abroad for 1:4 million persons, 


INDUSTRIAL LOSSES. 


Coal.—The industrial lesses are no less serious. Germany’s 
total coal output in the last year of peace was roughly 
190,906,000 tons. Of this the Saar district yielded about 
13,000,000, Alsace-Lorraine about 17,000,000, and Upper 
Silesia about 49,009,000. The total loss in coal involved in 
the separation of the provinces is therefore equivalent to 
about one-third of the total pit coal output. The West- 
phalian coalfields, which yield the best European coke, are 
indeed left to Germany, but clauses are included in the 
Peace Treaty which considerably restrict her freedom to 
dispose of this coal for her own purposes. She is placed 
under the obligation to supply France with 7,000,000 tons 
of coal a year for a period of ten years, and, in addition, 
is to supply an amount equivalent to the difference between 
the annual output of the North French Mines before the war 
and their actual output in the year in which the delivery 
is made. This last quantity is not, however, for the first 
five vears to exceed 20,000,000 tons, in the second five years 
8,000,000 tons. On the average, therefore, Germany will 
have to supply France with 22-15 million tons of coal a year, 
to which must be added 8,000,000 tons a year to Belgium for 
ten vears, and 7,000,000 to Italy for five years. The net 
result of these obligations is to commit Germany to the 
deliverv of some 37,000,000 tons of coal; and this will have 
to be deducted from the output remaining to her, which in 
the years immediately following the war will not regain the 
pre-war level. The total coal export in 1913 was 34-5 million 
tons, while on the other hand there was an import of 10:5, 
million tons. Unless, therefore, Germany can very con- 
siderably raise her output, the loss of Upper Silesia and the 
Saar basin, together with the fulfilment of the remaining 
obligations formulated in the Treaty, will render necessary 
a very much larger import of British coal, or a considerable 
reduction in consumption. A possibility of making good 
some portion of the coal deficit might possibly be provided 
by an increase in the production of lignite, which the Treaty 
leaves almost completely in Germany’s hands. 
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THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN POWERS —continued. 





Iron.—The loss of Alsace-Lorraine carries with it the most 
serious effects on the German iron industry. The full 
significance of Lorraine is by no means brought out by a 
mere comparison of the steel output of the provinces 
(2,286,354 tons in 1913) with the total German output of 
15,958,919 tons. The point of decisive importance is rather 
that not only the Lorraine works themselves but also the 
remaining West German iron establishments, especially 
those in Rhenish Westphalia and the Saar basin, cover their 
ore requirements to a very appreciable extent from the Lor- 
raine mines. In 1913 the Lorraine and Luxemburg iron 
mining industry contributed to the extent of 28:5 million 
tons to the total German ore output of 35-9 million tons, 
and in respect of iron content supplied 8-15 million tons out 
of a total of 10°54 million, 7.e., it supplied not less than 77 
per cent. The loss of Lorraine would therefore make 
Germany dependent for the greater portion of her iron 
production on foreign ores, of which in 1913 she imported 
about 14,000,000 tons, with an iron content of 7°7 million 
tons. It is no doubt true that after the war it will still be 
possible to obtain ores from Sweden, Spain, and Russia— 
perhaps also even from France; but the ore basis of the 
German iron industry would nevertheless be so greatly 
restricted that a disproportion would arise between raw 
material and industrial product which would render the 
continued existence of the industry on its former scale a 
matter of doubt. 

Zine.—The position of the German zinc indusiry will also 
present serious difficulty. The loss of Upper Silesia involves 
that of the greater portion of the German ore suppiy, 
together with all the foundries which work up these ores with 
the assistance of Upper Silesian coal. It is sufficient to call 
to mind the names: Giesch’s Successors, the Silesian Zine 
Foundries, Ltd., and the Hohenlohe Works, to obtain an 
idea of what the loss of Upper Silesia would mean to this 
industry. The West German zinc industry, on the other 
‘and, which 1s concentrated primarily in the three great 
works: the Rhenish-Nassau Mining and Foundry Co., the 
Stolberg Zinc Foundry, and the firm of Berzelius, remains 
practically unaffected by the cession of certain districts to 
Belgium. The ore mines of these works remain German. It 
should, however, be remembered that these firms are pre- 

cisely those which in the years preceding the war were 
obliged to have increasing recourse to foreign ores to cover 
their requirements; and that in the meantime German zinc 
contracts, especially with Australia, have been annulled by 
the British and Australian courts, What has been said of 
the zine industry itself applies also in the main to its bye- 
products, which, especially sulphuric acid, are valuable basic 
materials for the chemical industry. They also apply in the 
main to the lead industry. 

Potash.—It is weil known that the German monopoly in 
potash is broken by the return of Alsace to France. A total 
of 14 works are thereby separated from the German potash 
industry. Their output of potash is about 6 per cent. of the 
toial German output. Their real productive capacity is, 
however, much greater than this, and was only kept down 
to 6 per cent. of the German output by the system of 
syndication. Their production could be _ considerably 
increased, and the extent to which they, and for that matter 
the Spanish works, are able to affect the foreign sales of 
ihe German potash industry has already been shown in the 
negotiations of the Potash Syndicate with England and 
America. 

Petroleum.—Alsace possesses, in addition, petroleum wells 
belonging to the German Petroleum Co., Ltd. In peace time 
they yielded about 42 per cent. of the total German output 
of some 120,000 tons. During the war the completion of the 

conversion of the Pechelbron Works to an improved system 
doubled the Alsatian petroleum output, the advantage of 
which now accrues to France. 


Other Industries.—To all the above raw material indus- 
tries must be added many manufacturing industries, among 
which the following may be mentioned: in Upper Silesia, 
the cement, chemical, textile and spirit industries ; in West 
Prussia, the timber-using, sugar, milling, distilling, agri- 
cultural machine and shipbuilding industries; in Alsace- 
Lorraine, the leather and textile industries, especially cotton 
spinning, the machine industry, milling, vine growing, and 
wine production. 

The paper concludes that a country deprived of such im- 
mense productive resources will find it impossible both to 
bear its own war debts and to pay the tremendous indemni- 
ties demanded from it. Such an achievement is made the more 
unlikely in that the provinces to be separated from Ger- 
many are under no obligation to take over any share of the 
German war debt, and in certain respects are even to be 
indemnified by Germany. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
The *‘Australian Government Gazette’? of 10th April con. 
tains copy of a Proclamation, dated 9th April, 1919, prohibit. 
Ing the importation into the Commonwealth of Australia of 
Cigars and Cigarettes containing explosive substances. 
IMPORTATION OF RUBBER-COVERED WIRE. 


The “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette’ of 3rd April 
contains copy of a Proclamation dated 2nd April, 1919, which 
specifies the conditions which must be observed on and after 
Ist July next, in order that rubber-covered wire may be 
imported into the Commonwealth. 

The Proclamation states that the importation is prohibited 
of all rubber-covered wire, on and after Ist July, 1919. unless 
there is applied to each coil, in as permanent a manner a; 
practicable, a label setting out in prominent and _ legible 
characters, the following information, viz. :— . 

(a) the manufacturer’s name and address: 

(b) the length of wire; | 

(c) the date of manufacture; 

(d) the gauge of conductor; and 

(e) the insulation resistance per statute mile after 
twenty-four (24) hours’ immersion in water at 
sixty (60) degrees Fahrenheit and one minute's 
electrification at......... volts (the voltage to be 
plainly marked on the label), or details of the test 
voltage applied, or other definite and comprehen. 

sive description of quality ; 

and, in the case of the undermentioned goods, unless, in 
addition to the particulars required to be stated under 
clauses (a) (b) (c) and (d), set out above, the conditions 
specified hereunder are complied with, viz. :— 

Vulcanised indiarubber insulated electric conductors of 
all sizes up to and including 19/12 legal standard 
wire gauge or its equivalent (but not including 
‘‘flexibles’? and lead-covered wires) that are 
described, or, in the opinion of an Officer of 
Customs, are classifiable as 600 or 2,500 megohm 
grade or class, or to which any description, indica- 
tion, or suggestion, direct or indirect, applied, 
indicates that the insulation resistance is equiva- 
lent to that specified hereunder for 600 or 2,500 
megohm grade or class, shall comply with the 

‘following requirements and tests on arrival in the 
Commonwealth, viz. :— 

(1) The marks ‘‘600 Megohm Grade’’ or ‘2,500 Megohm 
Grade,’’ as the case may be, shall be indelibly 
and legibly applied to the wire at least once 
every yard, or, in the case of wires that are 
taped, such marks shall be indelibly and legibly 
applied to the tape at least once every yard. 

(2) The dielectric shall be such that when the insulated 
conductor has been immersed in water for 
twenty-four (24) hours, it will, while still im- 
mersed, withstand a pressure of 1,000 volts, 
alternating at a frequency of 50 to 100 cycles per 
second, tor half-an-hour between the conductors 
or between the conductor and the water. 

(3) The minimum insulation resistance, when cor- 
rected to a temperature of 60 degrees Fahren- 
heit, shali be that set out in the Schedule 
appended hereunder; the test shall be made 
after an electrification of one minute at any 
pressure between 5 and 600 volts, and after the 
insulated conductor has been immersed in water 
for 24 hours immediately preceding the test and 
while still immersed, 

(4) In the case of twin or multiple conductors, each 
insulated conductor shall have the minimum 
insulation resistance set out in the Schedule 
appended hereunder for single conductors of the 
same size. 

(5) Conductors must be of annealed copper, having a 
conductivity not less than that of the Engineer- 
ing Standards Committee (E.S.C.) standard 
published in their revised report, No. 7, dated 
March, 1910. 

(5) In determining the gauge of a conductor, a varia- 

tion of plus or minus 1 per cent. from the 
standard diameter may be allowed. 
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a 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARLFF CHANGES CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
an q —continued. —continued. 
ee ee ae ee Se IMPORTATION OF DOGS FROM EUROPE. 
ae 2 naar lhe re In connection with the Regulation published on p. 732 of 
pa ma equal to that specified for the next the *‘Journal” for Sth June, respecting the importation of 
smelter sine given ia the table dogs trom the United Kingdom, the Board ot Trade have 
5 received copy of Customs Memorandum No. 2316s, dated 
ia ; | ' 19th May, specifying the following further Regulations, 
aarnerdins dated 14th a 1919, governing the importation of dogs 
The following table specifies _the required minimum from the Continent of Europe, viz. :— 
TAIN insulation resistance per a mile at 60 deg. Fahrenheit : The importation of dogs direct from the Continent of 
. ; Minimum — Insulation Resistance. Europe is prohibited. 
Conductor, Legal 600 Megohm Grade. 2,500 Megohm Grade. , — . ; 
Standard Wire Gauge. Meghoms per mile. | Megohms per mile. Dogs from the Continent ot Europe which have been im- 
pril con. », eae 2,000 5,000 ported into the United Kingdom and have afterwards been 
prohibit. estaigh Std buasiaiai 2,000 5,000 detained in quarantine for a period of not less than six 
tralia of EE ‘Rieciouniswincabeas 2,000 5,000 months, or Kept in a non-infected area for a period of not 
Ces SU “ieinhaiesrdstgaesbibhinith 2,000 5.000 less than six months immediately preceding their shipment 
) REE icnpiceaiinantaeieh 2,000 5,000 to Canada, and are accompanied by the Certificate of an 
VIRD SE” cukeniakaicsutinnion 2,000 5,000 othcer of the British Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to 
a SED > -crsbiitdabibsiainstanneiies 2,000 5,000 that effect, and stating that they have not been exposed to 
‘ds Apri eee 1,250 4,500 the infection of Rabies during that period, will be admitted 
), which Ree 1,250 4 500 into Canada. 
id after | x errerro 1,250 4,500 
may be Ree 1,250 4,500 SOUTH AFRICA. 
| RT 1,250 4,500 
mihiind , Seema = — PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF SECOND-HAND 
. Unless BUN - cpkveiusaudecanaes 1,250 4 500 ROOTS 
ner as BED exinswdanduseaniines 1,250 4,500 ee ‘ ee ag a 
legible EE: chi wdictnpuaban sian 1,250 4,500 . Lhe Union of South Africa Government Gazette” of 
T {D5 cecccccccesseeeees 1.259 4.500 Z5th April contains copy of a Proclamation, dated 23rd 
ED. 1.250 4.500 April, 1919, prohibiting, until further notice, the importa- 
) 1,250 4.500 tion into the Union of second-hand boots and shoes, except 
rah) ee 1.250 4.500 under permit issued under the authority of the Controller 
| ae 1250 4.500 of Imports and Exports. Provided that this prohibition 
after a 1.250 1500 shall not apply to any shipments of second-hand boots and 
er at 900 1.000 shoes already made at the date of this Proclamation. 
nute’s | Rereemerererrs 900 4,000 
to he ED nedinerieccuievins 900 4,000 FOREIGN. 
i |, peeeererer eres 900 4,000 
enen- [epee rrernceors 900 3,500 x | 
BE sidddawiasicdanneen 750) 3,500 FRANCE AND ALGERIA, 
SC g vad ye QF “a : 
oP ji ceemeeaaemeaaas _ a INCREASE OF RATES OF THE CUSTOMS 
tions ees 750 3,500 . : AES ae 
IQ/IR oc eeeeees 50) 3.000 With reference to the notice on page (20 of the ‘Board 
rs of OE vse da disinerats rat 3 000 of Trade Journal” tor the 5th June, the French ‘Journal 
dard 9/16 oeececcceeceseeee. 75) 3 000 Officiel”” of yesterday's date (Wednesday, 18th June) con- 
ding LO/VS ceeccceecceceseee. G00 3.000 tains a Presidential Decree, dated 14th June, increasing 
are ~\ Tv eee B00 3 000 the import duties on goods imported into France and Algeria 
r of ~~) eee 600 3.000 by ad valorem surtaxes (payable in addition to the specific 
ohm BE: siicisdsleisheninkioonee G00 3.000 rates fixed by the Customs Tariff), the amount of which 1s 
lica- indicated in a schedule annexed to the Decree. The rates of 
ied. the surtaxes vary from ten to forty per cent. for the 
lva- CANADA. ‘General’ Tariff, and from five to twenty per cent. for the 
500 ‘Minimum?’ Tariff—in both cases on the value of the goods 
the RESTRICTED IMPORTS—AMENDED at the time and place of clearance through the French 
the REGULATIONS. Customs, not including import duties. 

Customs Memorandum No. 23188, dated 20th May, 1919, The goods specified in the schedule to the Decree cover a 
hm contains the amended Regulations governing the importa- large part of the Customs Tariff, the most important class 
bly tion of restricted imports into Canada. The Regulations of goods omitted from the schedule (in respect of which, 
1Ce contained in the above-mentioned Memorandum are as therefore, no immediate increase of duty is established) 
re follows, viz. :— being textile products (yarns, threads and tissues), the im- 
ily 1. Individual licences, to be obtained on application to portation of which, however, is to remain under the import 

the Board of Grain Supervisors, Winnipeg, shall restriction regime. . 
od he required for the importation of the following, A copy of the Decree may be seen at the Department of 
or namely : — Overseas Trade, and a complete translation will be published 
- Wheat. in the next issue of the ‘‘Journal.”’ 

s, 2. Individual licences, to be obtained on application to - 

T the Canadian Trade Commission, Ottawa, shall RELAXATION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS. 

s be required for the importation of the following, The French ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ of yesterday (Wednesday, 
namely : —- 18th June) contains a Presidential Decree, dated 13th June, 

‘i Wheat flour. which abrogates, as from the 20th June, the existing pro- 

‘ Sugars. hibitions on imports into France and Algeria, except in 

° Sardines. = respect of certatn goods which are specified in a schedule 

Canned Salmon annexed to the present Decree. The goods specified in the 

j 3. In respect of all other restricted imports under the schedule, which remain temporarily subject to import pro- 

War Measures Act which come under the approval hibition, are few in number, the most important classes 

of the Canadian Trade Commission for licence, heing :— 

that Commission has approved a general licence Coal tar products and dyes. 

permitting importation from all non-enemy Perfumery, other than soap. 

countries, and Collectors of Customs in Canada are Yarns and thread. 

instructed to accept Customs Entries for such Tissues. 

imports without further licence. Worked and made-up furs. 

4. The above Regulations do not affect the various Jewellery and watches, etc. 
Proclamations regarding Trading with the Enemy, Musical instruments. 
nor apply to importation specially provided for, It should be noted that the raising of the import prohibi- 
as follows :— tion referred to above does not apply to goods originating 
Firearms. in or imported from European countries subject to the 
Oleomargarine. French ‘‘General’”’ Tariff rates of duty. 
Russian Rouble Notes. A copy of the Decree may be seen at the Department of 
Liquors. Overseas Trade, and a complete translation will be published 
Opium and Cocaine. in the next issue of the “Journal.” 
— — 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued. 


—_—_ - — 
a ———— 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 


CONSUMPTION DUTY ON SALT. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information to the effect that in virtue of an 
Arrété, signed by the Governor-General of French West 
Africa on the 28th February, and published in the ‘‘Journal 
Officiel’’ for the 15th May, an internal tax of five francs per 
100 kilogrammes was imposed on salt, of any origin, whether 
marine, saline, crystalline, or table salt, and whether im- 
ported into, or produced within the Colonies of French 
West Airica. 

[Note.—In this connection reference may be made to the 
{ footnote on page 619 of the ‘Journal’ for 8th May, relat- 
ing to the import duty on salt in French West Africa. ] 





ITALY. 





WITHDRAWAL OF “CONCESSION” TAN ON 
EXPORTS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome to the effect that by 
Royal Decree, published in the ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale ”’ for the 
12th May, the ‘‘Concession”’ tax levied on the exportation of 
certain classes of goods from Italy has been withdrawn. 

| Note.—This tax was imposed, by a Royal Decree of the 
15th September, 1915, on the export from Italy under licence 
of goods of kinds prohibited to be exported from that 
country. | 





—_—_ 


PORTUGAL. 





ADDITIONS TO CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Minister at Lisbon to the 
effect that a Decree (No. 5793), published in the ‘Diario do 
Governo”’ for the 26th May, provides that the following 
addition shall be made to the Portuguese Customs Import 
Tariff :— 

Rate of Import Duty. 
Escudos. Cts. 
per kailogq. 
Steel or iron sheets and ornaments, 
moulded or stamped, perforated or 
not, in relief, to take the place of 


stucco work in buildings iat aap titaanebeede a () 08 





JAPAN (Corea). 





TEMPORARY DUTY-FREE [IMPORTATION OF 
WHEAT. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information to the effect that an Ordinance was 
published in the ‘‘Corean Government-General Gazette’”’ of 
10th April, which provides that wheat, imported for the pur- 
pose of manufacturing wheat flour and bran, shall be 
exempted from import duty, if subsequently re-exported in 
the form of flour or bran, within one year from the date of 
import. 

The Ordinance came into operation on 10th April, 1919. 





——@ 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 





EXPORTATION OF CATTLE. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of an Order of the Resident-General, published 
in the ‘“‘Bulletin Oftficiel’”’ for the 19th May, which provides 
that the prohibition of the exportation of cattle to France 
and Allied and Neutral countries is suspended until the 31st 
August, prior to which date the export of 20,000 head may be 
allowed. 

Exportation must be effected exclusively by the ports of 
the French Zone. 


OF 


| 
| 








TRADE JOURNAL. JUNE 19, 1919 


-— 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES~— 
continued. 


SALVADOR. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES ON PETROLEUM AND 
GASOLINE MODIFIED. 
_ The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of intormation to the effect that the ‘‘Salvadoreay 
Official Gazette’? for the 9th April published a Decree 
modifying the Customs duty on petroleum and gasoline im. 
ported into Salvador, as follows : — 








Old rate New rate 
of Duty. of Duty. 
Centavos. Centavos 
(gold). (gold), 
Petroleum, per kilog. ............... 10 5 
Gasoline, per kilog. .................. free. 5 


The new rate of duty is to be collected as from the 1st July 

| Nore.—The above notice should be substituted for that 
which appeared under the head of ‘‘Guatemala’”’ at page 735 
of the ‘Journal’? for 5th June.] 


UNITED STATES: OF AMERICA. 


IMPORT OF NITRATE OF SODA AND NITRATE 
OF POTASH. 

The War Trade Board announce (in Ruling No. 743, dated 
19th May) that on and after Ist Juiy nitrate of soda and 
nitrate of potash will be permitted to be imported ‘into the 
United States without restriction under a General Import 
Licence when coming from countries with which general 
trade is authorised. 

Importers are advised that any shipments of nitrate of 
soda or nitrate of potash which arrive prior to 1st July, will 
not he released for entry until such date, except under 
individual import licences as now required, and that such 
licences will be issued only in accordance with the present 
rules and regulations governing the importation of these 
commodities. 














Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SEGTION. 
RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxation 
of the existing prohibitions of export will be brought into 
force as from to-day. 

lurther relaxations will be announced in subsequent issues 
of the ‘‘Journal.”’ 


EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The following is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable 
to each. In explanation of the changes it should be noted 
that goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, 
and that goods on List B to all destinations outside the 
British Empire, while goods on List C are prohibited only 
t» countries neighbouring enemy countries.* 

It will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with enemy countries is in no way affected 
by these modifications. ; 

|Note.—Attention is called to the fact that by the 
Proclamation of the Ist October, 1918, all goods, whether 
mentioned by name or not (excepted printed matter and 
accompanied personal effects, and the goods on the Export 
Free List published in the ‘Journal’? of 20th March) are 
prohibited on List C.] 


HEADING TRANSFERRED 








FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 
Heading. From. To 
Potash salts and mixtures containing 
such potash salts not otherwise 
IEEE ~ bcs pacepinndasuadeuuiiinbbessamecntds B C 


*All Destinations in European Russia and in other Foreign 
Countries in Europe and on the Mediterranean, except 
France and French Possessions, Italy and _ Italian 
Possessions, Belgium, Portugal, Greece, Serbia, Roumania, 
Iceland and the Faroe Islands, Spain and Morocco, 
Palestine and Syria, as far north as a line from Alexandretta 
to Aleppo inclusive, and as far east as the Hejaz railway 
inclusive, Czecho-Slovakia, Alsace-Lorraine, and_ the 
portions of Austria-Hungary and territories on both 
banks of the Rhine in the occupation of the Armies of the 
Associated Governments, and to all ports in any such foreign 
countries. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 


Cee —— 


HKMADINGS ALTERED. 





Delete. Substitute. 
(A) Vegetables, fresh, of all (A) Onions, fresh. 
kinds. | (A) Tomatoes, fresh. 

(C) Vegetables, fresh, ex- 
cept onions and toma 
toes. 

By open general licence the export of the following 


articles has been made permissible to all destinations except 

those to which the export of goods on List C is prohibited : 
Cocoa and milk, in tins. 
Cotfee and milk, in tins. 
Chocolate and milk, in tins. 

either sweetened or unsweetened in each case. 

EXNPORT OF SMALE CONSIGNMENTS OF 
TENTILES. 

With reference to the notice which appeared on page 232 
of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’? of the Gth March last, the 
Board of Trade (i¢xport Licence Department) announce that 
the value of the small consignments of Textiles which may 
he exported under the special general licence to a client in 
any one period of two weks has been increased from £5 to 
£10. Any outstanding licences may be regarded as valid 
for the increased value. , 


RENEWAL OF ITALIAN BILLS. 

The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury have 
intimated that they will not under Regulation 41D of the 
Defence of the Realm Act object to three renewals of 90-days’ 
Bills granted in payment of British merchandise bought for 
export to Italy. This provides tor a credit of one vear in 
all, and, by facilitating the operation of finance, will, it is 
hoped, encourage British trade with that country. 





IMPORTS FROM PELGIUM. 
The Board of Trade announce that Certificates of Origin 
and Interest will no longer be required in respect of goods 
imported into the United Kingdom from Belgian ports. 

IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
GENERAL LICENCE». 

Since the last issue of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal”’ the 
following general licences have been issued :— 
Upper Leather. 
Fibre Flax Seed for Sowing. 





MNPORTS OF FOODSTUEFES. 
The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) an- 
nounce that an open general licence has been issued per- 
mitting the export to unoccupied Germany, Finland, 
Esthonia, Poland, Lettland (Latavia), and Lithuania, of 
all foodstuffs except those included in Section A or B of the 
prohibited list. 
Import licences from the Inter-Allied Trade Committee at 
Helsingfors need no longer be obtained in respect of food- 
stuffs exported to Finland. Goods exported to Poland must 
he consigned to the Relief Commission at Dantzig for account 
of the ultimate consignee. 
Foodstuffs other than those on List A or B can now, there- 
fore, be exported without application to the Export Licence 
Department to all destinations except Bolshevist Russia 
and unoccupied Hungary without any other formalities than 
those, required by the ordinary regulations of H.M. Customs 
and Excise. 
Trading with Lettland and Lithuania is at present limited 
to foodstuffs and goods on the “‘ free list.’’ 


RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 
WOOL ARRIVALS. 


The following table shows the estimated incomings, includ- 
ing British wool, from Ist January to dist May, 1919:— 


CrEAN Scourep Powunnps. (000’s OmITTED. 








Merino Crosshred E. India, 
Combing Clothing Combing Clothing. etc. Total 
Arrived Jan. to Mar., 

AS Ee 26 765 17,450 44,508 21,970 22,823 133,516 
Arrived April, 1919 . 12,252 9,487 30,889 23.900 10,885 87,363 
Arrived May, 1919 ... 17,072 11.346 27 44 21,762 -- 17,424 
(Australia and New 
Zealand)* 

Total, Ist Jan. to 3lst , 
May, 1919 56,080 88.988 =-:102..441 67 622 33,698 208,303 


'*No particulars are to hand of arrivals for the month of May from 








Other sources than Australia and New Zealand 

The amount of Australian and New Zealand wool afloat 
and expected to arrive after 3lst May, is given below, as at 
present advised : — 


Merino. Crossbred. E. India, ete. Total. 
Combing. Clothing. Combing. Clothing. 
21,863 8,933 30,911 13,275 —_: 74,982 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 
ISSUES OF WOOL. 


The Ministry of Munitions (Wool Section) makes the follow- 
ing announcement : — 

That in the event of the various sections of the Trade 
forming committees to deal with the question of Distribution, 
the Department are prepared to receive applications frow 
Woollen Spinners and Woollen Manutacturers for one month's 
ration of Colonial Wooi, at current issue prices. Such apphi 
cations should conform with the authorised quotas as fixed 
by the Rationing Committees. It must, however, be clearly 
understood that the system of allotment by sample is no 
longer possible, owing to the demobilisation of the Technical 
Staff, and that the allotment will be made by description. 

Applicants are requested to give a full description of the 
Wools required, in order to enable the Department to provide 
their wants as nearly as possible. Forms for application 
will be available on request at Manor Row, and same should 
he completed and returned addressed to the Assistant Con- 
troller of Wool Supplies, Manor Row, Bradford, not later 
than 30th June, 1919. 





DEMOBILISATION SECTION. 
NUMBERS DEMOBILISED. 


The War Office announces that from the date of the 
Armistice to noon, 12th June, the following numbers were 
discharged or demobilised : — 








Officers. Other Ranks. 
I a 92,307 2 469,335 
Discharged medically unfit 14,748 146,607 
Discharged from Classes W.W. 
(T) P. & P. (T) of the 
sina ceshintbossannens — 144,351 
MN eeiietivaacanensans 107,055 2,760,293 








POSTAL SECTION. 
CIVIL PARCEL POST TO NORTH RUSSIA. 


Parcels addressed to civilians may now be accepted for 
transmission by post to North Russia (Murmansk, Archangel, 
and districts). The rates of postage are:— 





For a parcel not over 3 |b. ............... ls. 9d. 
Over 3 lb., but not over 7 Ib. ............... 2s. ld. 
Over 7 Ilb., but not over 11] Ib. ............ 2s. 5d. 


Parcels cannot at present be insured with the Post Office. 
Two Customs Declaration forms are required for each parcel. 
Persons wishing to send goods to North Russia by Parcel 
Post should make enquiry of the War Trade Department 
as to export restrictions. Letters, arms, ammunition, and 
spirits are prohibited. 


FOOD SECTION. 
CONTROL OF CHEESE. 


The Food Controller announces that the Ministry of Food 
have decided to continue beyond 30th June the purchase of 
British and Trish-made Hard Cheese for delivery to the 
Government Pool, and also the controlled distribution. The 
extended period of this purchase and control is meanwhile 
fixed to cover all deliveries to the Government Pool up to 
31st July. An extended schedule of first-hand prices will 
shortly be issued and announced. 





RATION BOOKS ON HOLIDAYS. 

The public are reminded that Ration Books are still 
required for the purchase of Butchers’ Meat, Butter, and 
Sugar, and that registration for these foods is still in force. 
Persons going away for their holidays, must take their 
Ration Books with them to ensure that they obtain their 
supplies of these foods while away. Retailers will supply 
meat, butter or sugar to holiday visitors only if a Visitors’ 
Declaration Form has been deposited with them. These 
forms can he obtained from any Post Office or from the 
Food Office. ————_—— --- 

SUPPLY OF HOME-KILLED MEAT. 

The absence of rain for so many weeks in the large grazing 
districts is expected to have considerable influence on the 
supplies of home-killed stock during the next few weeks. 

The winter-fed cattle season is practically at an end, and 
it will probably be some weeks before grass-fed cattle are in 
fit condition to be marketed for slaughter. 

There is no shortage of cattle, however, and it is only a 
question of a few weeks’ delay in reaching maturity. 

It is well that the public should be aware of this position, 
since it entirely explains the fact that supplies of home- 
killed meat may be very short during the next few weeks. 


VO 
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Commercial Returns. 
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COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 


| Week 24Weeks | Week § 24 Weeks 

| ended ended | ended | ended 

12th June, 12th June, 12th June,|/12th June, 
1919. 1919. || 1919. || 1919. 





IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 








Bales. Bales. | Bales. Bales. 
American ~- --| 58,021 1,144,893 | -— 6,836 

Brazilian on pol — , 11,106 —_ a= 
East Indian .. rel 2,806 56,758 420 12,632 
tian .. ... 3,978 209,493 175 26,935 
Miscellaneous. . pal 2,089 92,023* 101 670 
Total ..| 66,894 1,514,273 | 696 | 47,073 

















“Including 3.573 bales British West Indian, 4,793 bales 


British West African, 5.269 bales British East African. and 


4,380 bales Foreign East African. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
May, and January to May. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, 
and Returned to Ports, during the month and fiv 
months ended May, 1919, compared with the corresponding 
periods of 1918. 


} 





Five months 


Month of May. 
ended May. 











1918. | 1919. 1918. | 1919. 





———$——— TT 





IMPORTS. 

| | 

158,696 || 870,817 958,920 
1,300 | 6,704 8,905 
11,710 | 45,442 53,779 
39,857 || 288,114 189,856 
30,180* | 51,599 73,522f. 


241,743 || 1,312,676 | 1,284,992 


American .. e 87,350 | 
Brazilian .. cal 170 | 
East Indian = mn 3 
Egyptian .. --| §0,604 | 
Miscellaneous - 9,912 








Total -+| 148,036 | 





ExporTs. 


American .. ni . | 2,267 
Brazihan .. ~ —- 
East Indian - 3,279 
Egyptian .. _ 15,049 
Miscellaneous - , 169 | 
| 


Total ..| — 20,764 175 | 42,794 








FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 


’ | 
American 137,485 | 199,951 || 875,344 806,873 
Brazilian .. e 3,596 | | 18,153 21,345 
East Indian ou 3,146 | 5,20 31174 15,718 
E ryptian = i 26,698 192,283 140,301 
el - 9 706 47,271 28,864 


Total ..| 180,501 








239,805 || 1,164,265 | 1,013,101 








| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 








FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 





——$$—- 





American .. - | 2 | 9,592 517 
Brazilian | siete ia 
East Indian bel | — —_ 
Egyptian .. - 86 } 1,398 —_ 
Misceilaneous - 312 | | 6,547 31 








Total -_ ra 17,537 548 


*Including 1,981 bales West African; 1,053 bales British 
East African; 2,429 bales Foreign East African. 

tincluding 3,573 bales British West Indian; 4,165 bales 
British West African; 5,269 bales British East African; 
and 4,880 bales Foreign East African. 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS —continued. 





CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, pe 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 14) 
May, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven previons 
vears, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


en aa ceumieeencmeeate ee 








Average Price. 





Barley. 


. do. d, 
Week ended 14th June, 1919 ... 62 8 
Corresponding week in— 
1912... we nia - f 30 8 
1913... a - od 23 10 
1914... _ oe - 25 10 
1915... - - - 34 
1916... 7 ; als 50 
1917... - “a 75 
1918 .. ni , va : 57 





“Sew cS > aS 











*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
hushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of oats. 


BANKRUPTCY RETURNS—ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 


Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders (Deceased 
Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in the undermentioned Principal Trades 
and Occupations during the periods indicated :— 











Five 
May. Months ended 
May. 








“1918. 1918.| 1919. 








No. | No | No. 
Total gazetted ch ..| 51 300 | 269 
Number gazetted in principal trades 
and occupations ‘-— 
Agents. Commission and General . . 
Bakers ' 
Builders ish - ch - 
Cabinet Makers and Upholsterers . . 
Carpenters and Joiners - 
Carriers, Carmen, Carters, Lighter- 
men, and Hauliers oa 
Contractors .. - - 
Drapers, Haberdashers, etc. 
Engineers and Founders .. 
Farmers and Graziers 
General Dealers i 
Greengrocers, Fruiterers, etc. 
(;rocers - oe i ie 
Machinists, and Implement Manu- 
facturers and Merchants 
Merchants General es 
Milliners, Dressmakers, ete. 
Tailors a i 
Timber Merchants .. 
Tobacconists 


we — ce oS 
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BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Frencu TecHNicaL Worps aNp Purases: French-English 
and English-French Dictionary. By John Topham, Barrister- 
at-Law. 24 mo., 324 Cloth, 5s. net. London: E. 
Marlborough & Co.—This is a Dictionary of the words and 
terms of a technical character employed in the arts, sciences, 
and all the varied industries of the present day. Lists of the 
terms connected with each of the principal crafts and in- 
dustrial pursuits are given alphabetically under its subject 
title. Many pages are occupied by Aviation, Dentistry, 
Chemistry, the Textile, Metal and Mining Industries, 
Architecture, Building, Photography, Shipping, Medicines, 
etc., etc. The volume is for commercial, professional, an 
business men, and officers and men serving abroad. Its 
size and shape make it handy and convenient for use. 
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